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Children in many stories are depicted as small and insignificant, but in 1984
and Brave New World they are much more. The governments in both books
realized that the power lies within the kids. Both governments figured out
that if they could control the children they would control the future. Both
governments went about gaining their power in slightly different ways, but
each method was very powerful. The children in both Brave New World and
1984 are taught their belief systems by their government, but the children
who live in 1984 are much more of a danger to those living in their society.
In the Brave New World the children are brainwashed from the moment they
are able to comprehend speech. The adults in Brave New World created a
very powerful way to teach their children to believe the ideals they wished
them to. The adults would play a recording of the target idea over and over
while the children slept. The government teaches the children to be happy
with there placement in the cast system. A whisper box says to the sleeping
children, " Alpha children wear grey. They work much harder than we do,
because they're so frightfully clever. I'm really awfully glad I'm a Beta,
because | don't work so hard. And then we are much better than the
Gammas and Deltas. Gammas are stupid. They all wear green, and Delta
children wear khaki. Oh no | don't want to play with Delta children" (Huxley,
27-28.) This clip is teaching the children that there is no reason to have
desire to be in a different cast. The government also teaches the children
there promiscuity and other values in this same manor. The plus to this
method is that the children grow up peacefully and completely under the
government control. The children of 1984 are also brainwashed, but they are

taught radically different ideas. The ridiculous behavior is cherished by the
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government, and is outwardly praised. The children in Oceania were granted
free rein of their lives. They were taught that to be a Thought Criminal or a
traitor was a terrible act. The children formed groups of spies that would
roam the streets looking an adult to harass. These children are brainwashed
by their educators to believe that Big Brother is number one, and no one else
can compare to him. These kids get very nasty in their following of Big
Brother. To be accused of thought crime is a very serious offence in Oceania,
and the children treat it like a simple name to yell at someone. These wild
children create a monstrous danger to the society they live in. The crazy
thing is that these children pose no threat to their government. They are
exactly what the government wants, kids fired up about following Big Brother
and his ways. The groups of spies give the children power in numbers, and
they use it. The book describes, " What was worst of all was that by means of
such organizations as the Spies they were systematically turned into
ungovernable little savages, and yet this produced in them no tendency
whatever to rebel against the discipline of the Party. On the contrary, they
adored the Party and everything connected with it. The songs, the
processions, the banners, the hiking, the drilling with dummy rifles, the
yelling of slogans, the worship of Big Brother -- it was all a sort of glorious
game to them. All their ferocity was turned outwards, against the enemies of
the State, against foreigners, traitors, saboteurs, thought-criminals. It was
almost normal for people over thirty to be frightened of their own children.
And with good reason, for hardly a week passed in which The Times did not
carry a paragraph describing how some eavesdropping little sneak -- 'child

hero' was the phrase generally used -- had overheard some compromising
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remark and denounced its parents to the Thought Police (Orwell, 24.) This
quote best describes the vicious little children and just how riled up they get
for big brother. It seems like one would consider there children to be
dangerous if they could turn them in to the Thought Police. This rowdy bunch
of kids could surely cause a lot of trouble and make many people uneasy.
The children in 1984 and Brave New World are both brainwashed in a similar
manner, but the children of 1984 are allowed to be violent and become a
major threat to the surrounding citizens. Orwell and Huxley both created
unique children who followed there leaders. One may think that Orwell's
children may be a little extreme, but even in this day and age kids like this
exist. For example, a boy named David was angry at his parents for not
allowing him to wear satanic shirts or listen to rock music. He turned his
parents into Child Protection Services (CPS) and was removed from his
home. CPS then would not allow his parents to have him back until they
would allow David to do what made him happy (Dager, 1.) This is a true
story, and it shows just how bad kids can get when they want something.
The danger with these kids is that if some were to brainwash them into
believing radical ideas, we all may be in danger from their destructive power.
Dager, Albert. " Brainwashing Children: Giving Kids All The Power." 2005.

http://www. fdrs. org/brainwashing_children. html. 05 March, 2007.
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