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What instruments are used to measure crime in the United 
States? 
Two major crime measurement tools are found in United States that 

determine the magnitude, impact, and nature of crime. These tools are 

Uniform Crime Reporting (URC) and, the National Crime Victimization Survey 

(NCVS). Each of these tools is essential in providing the nation with valuable 

information concerning aspects of crime. The two are used differently and 

focuses on different types of crimes (James 1-3). 

What are the major crime reporting programs? What are 
the purposes of major crime reporting programs? 
There are three major crime reporting programs in United States. These are; 

the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), the National Incident-Based Reporting 

System (NIBRS), and the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS). The 

Congress uses these reporting programs in informing policy decisions and 

allocation of federal criminal justice funding to all states. UCR is a 

standardized program that reports of all incidences of crime and measures 

the effectiveness of local law enforcers. On the other hand, NIBRS is a tool 

used by Federal Bureau of Investigation to respond to the Congress on 

matters of law enforcement. Finally, the NCVS acts as source of information 

for all criminal victimizations, and other crimes not reported to law enforcers.

What are crime rates, arrest rates, and recidivism rates? 
US records highest crime rates and the numbers keep increasing year after 

year. Table 1 shows the crime rate in different states in 2011. On the other 

hand, arrest rates have accelerated in US because of many criminal activities
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taking place. The Uniform Crime Reporting Program reports numerous 

arrests in different offenses and categories in various states. Table 2 shows 

arrest statistics in 2010. Moreover, the Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) reports that cases of national recidivism are 

low though, the statistics on table 3 below shows the collected data. 

What can crime and recidivism statistics tell you about 
crime in the United States? 
Crime and recidivism rates in US show that the nation experiences high rates

of crime by people from all genders and ages. The advancement in 

technology and globalization has introduced new ways of committing crimes 

via the internet. In addition, the statistics show that crime rates are directly 

proportional to the nation’s economy. The worsening economy has 

introduced more new crimes as more people are rendered jobless. The rate 

at which people commit crimes in US is also increasing because even the 

young generation is involving in childhood crimes (James 12-16). 
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