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RESPONSE TO STUDENT #1: 

There is indeed a significant shortage of nurses in the country and we are 

prompted to actually hire foreign-trained nurses in order to compensate for 

the lack of these healthcare professionals (Trice et al ., 2007).  The major 

obstacle that restricts our local nurses from practicing is the success in 

passing the nursing licensure exam.  A comprehensive evaluation and 

reformulation of the current nursing curriculum as well as the provision of 

online nursing education programs may facilitate the preparation of nursing 

students into competent and efficiency nursing professionals.  In addition, 

the employment of surveys that would serve as tools in assessing the 

current standards of the nursing programs may help in the identification of 

problems and issues that hinder the progress of the nursing profession in the

country. 

RESPONSE TO STUDENT #2: 

Obesity is generally considered as a multidimensional health problem 

because several factors may roles in the etiology of this eating disorder, 

including genes, environment, psychology and culture (Lobstein and Jackson-

Leach, 2007).  It would be more informative if only one characteristic were 

comprehensively investigated in association to obesity, than studying eight 

characteristics and not having enough or even substandard information on 

elucidating the relationship between the characteristic and obesity.  In 

addition, each characteristic may still present will more specific 

subcategories, hence it would be more enlightening to focus on a specific 
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characteristic and exhaust all the information on this particular feature in 

relation to obesity. 

RESPONSE TO STUDENT #3: 

It would be helpful if you could specifically identify your dissertation problem 

as early as you can.  The research field of obesity is very broad, hence you 

have to be more specific than that.  The goals of your dissertation should be 

precise, which may consist of identifying, determining or investigating 

individual features (Segal et al ., 2007).  Unless this is fulfilled, the 

dissertation will not be centered well.  More importantly, the data and 

interpretation of data may not commence unless the specific problem and 

goals have been clearly defined. 

RESPONSE TO STUDENT #4: 

One should be aware of the current knowledge with regards to the topic of 

obesity.  There are currently different theories on how obesity is triggered 

(Telford, 2007), hence your dissertation should reflect that you are aware of 

such current research situation.  It would also be helpful to the progress and 

success of your dissertation if you clearly identify your dissertation problem, 

as well as provide specific goals to answer through the research you will 

conduct.  Only then will you be able to proceed to the next portions of your 

dissertation, which is the design of data collection methods as well as the 

methods of analysis for the data you will gather. 

RESPONSE TO STUDENT #5: 
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The problems you have identified have actually been answered in researches

conducted earlier (Piper et al ., 2007).  It is now established that smoking 

cessation programs are effective ways of treatment for patients who want to 

stop smoking.  Also, smoking has already been long established as an 

addiction because nicotine is the key component of cigarettes.  There are 

also numerous scientific articles that have already proven that smoking is 

dangerous to human health.  You should identify a new problem that has not 

been investigated to date. 

RESPONSE TO STUDENT #6: 

It would be interesting to know the current capabilities and knowledge of 

practicing nurses so that the curriculum can be redesigned to cater to the 

needs of the current status of medicine (Thrall, 2007).  The influence of 

technology in the nursing field should also be considered, because the 

methods of information collection are now computer-based.  The use of 

electronic patient records also affects the status of the nursing profession. 

RESPONSE TO STUDENT #7: 

It would be interesting for you to determine specific connections and 

correlations between faith and health (Draper, 2007).  Conducting surveys 

on specific faiths and the health conditions of individuals would be an 

appealing topic for a dissertation.  However, your research problem and 

goals should be well-structured and designed to answer specific issues on 

the topic.  The cultural beliefs of certain ethnic groups in relation to health 

outcomes may also be a fascinating topic to investigate. 
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