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How to fix a social security numberIdentity theft is one of the fastest growing

crimes in America. When a dishonest person has your Social Security 

number, the thief can use it to get other personal information about you. 

Most of the time identity thieves use your number and your credit to apply 

for more credit in your name. Then, they use the credit cards and do not pay 

the bills. This is a growing cankerworm that is fast eating deep into the 

American economy. This essay however looks at ways by which a social 

security number can be fixed. 

Social security number as a form of identity is a confidential and private 

number given to every citizen of United States. However, thieves get social 

security numbers through stealing wallets, purses, personal information 

provided to an unsecured site on the Internet, among others. If a social 

security number is stolen, there are some laid down guidelines to follow in 

order to fix it. In the first instance, a call would be made to the creditors who 

approved the credit (follow up with a letter). Also, a report would be filed 

with the police. 

After that, a contact would be made with the fraud department of the major 

credit bureaus in the country in order to make some rectifications. Finally, if 

all have been done to fix the problems resulting from misuse of the social 

security number but nevertheless someone is still using the number, then a 

new number may be assigned by the Federal Trade Commission subject to 

some stringent conditions and restrictions. REFERENCES1.      Advisory 

Council on Social Security. 1997. 
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