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Animal welfare has become a hot topic in recent years. Animal lovers have

raised their voices many times to defend for the rights of their loved ones.

The act of using animals as a commodity for human's purposes has been

strongly criticized. Keeping them in cages is also included. While supporters

believe  that  animals  and  birds  should  never  be  caged,  I  oppose  that

sometimes  animals  and birds  should  be  caged for  the  following  reasons.

Firstly, animals and birds bring considerable medical benefits such as bear

gall and bird nest. 

According  to  scientists,  bear  bile  contains  ursodeoxycholic  acid,  which  is

believed to reduce fever, protect the liver, improve eyesight and break down

gall  stones.  Meanwhile,  edible  bird nest  is  known to have anti-aging and

immune-enhancing  properties.  Therefore,  in  such  cases,  they  should  be

caged for experiments and researches, which then contribute to the medical

development of mankind. Secondly, captivity virtually brings them necessary

safety at times as some kinds of birds will be protected from their predators

once they are in cages. 

For instance, the baby birds can be easily killed by only one swift bite of the

pet dogs, especially in spring and summer. To add on, red and gray squirrels

are considered a great menace to the bird houses and the birds themselves.

In the case of the chicken, some should be caged so that their eggs can be

controlled  for  agricultural  activities.  Occasionally,  when  bird  flu  is

widespread, chicken must be caged so that the disease can be managed so

that no serious social impact will result. On the other hand, the defenders

argue that animals and birds should be given freedom. Cages will deprive

them of their instinct features. 
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They are unable to move about to search for the food and drink, create their

own shelters and enjoy playing in their territories. All they do is sitting in the

cages and eating the manufactured food their masters bring. For example,

domesticated  dogs  become  less  aggressive  and  less  skillful  at  hunting

compared to the wild dogs in the forests. However, the dangerous animals

and birds cannot be let free as they are likely to harm the people and other

species that they encounter. Since man recently destroyed a vast amount of

forests, some kinds like tigers, lions, elephants and so on lost their habitats. 

As a result, they roam and run around, even into the residential areas and

threaten mankind. A typical example is the case of a wild elephant killing a

young male adult  in Dong Nai,  Viet Nam, which aroused apprehension in

Vietnamese community. Therefore, keeping these animals in cages is for the

sake of their survival as well as the other's safety. In conclusion, I think that

animals and birds naturally should be let  free except for the cases I  just

explained above. It is not that they should never be kept in cages, but that

sometimes they have to be caged. 
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