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Many struggle to decide things on there own. We are all different, but most 

of us are the same, because of conformity. Conformity is the easy way of 

things. Following the leader is the natural way of humans. For an example 

take Germany during World War II. There was little hate towards Jew or Gipsy

or the mentally disabled but because one man was such a persuasive and 

strong leader a whole country conformed to killing millions. 

We see the nonconformity in Thoreau, the strive to conform in Gatsby and 

the struggle to do come an Individual In a place of discord In Fahrenheit 451.

Thoreau wanted to be his own man and live his own life without, the 

Influence of government or society. He did not want to follow in the 

American dream of a white picket fence, instead he wanted to create his own

dream. A dream that was his and his alone. To accomplish this unorthodox 

dream he cut his life off from society and from the government. 

He strove to create his own person, to be different from the average. To be 

unique. Thoreau Isolated himself In the woods, did not pay taxes, and lived 

off the wild so he would be without Influence from the government. Thoreau 

did not feel a part of America. He saw how the American people were 

conforming and thinking more about self image than which was truly 

important. So he decided instead of conforming to the American way he 

would create his own little society. Thoreau tried which most would not even 

considered he tried to be an individual. 

Gatsby on the other hand tried to conform to impress his loved one. Is 

conformity attractive? To most they would say yes. Few want someone who 

thinks differently . Few want a unique person. People want safeness and 
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people find that In the norm. Gatsby tried to reach the white picket fence not

because he wanted it foray but because he wanted to attract his loved one, 

Daisy. Daisy was attracted to the American dream. Though because of her 

situation she was not able to achieve the dream for herself she wanted to 

marry and be with someone who had achieved it. 

So Gatsby tried his best to get to the White picket fence. Though the ways 

he ended up getting to the white picket fence was a little unorthodox. He did

conform to the American dream and the American way. We see the struggle 

of doing what one wants to do even when It Is against the norm in 

Fahrenheit 451 by the character Guy Montage. Montage feels the emptiness 

of conformity and wants to read which is illegal. Instead of listening to those 

around him or to his wife or even the government he starts to read. And in 

doing this he becomes an individual. 

Becoming an individual causes him to lose his wife lose his job and makes 

him a fugitive but his emptiness vanishes. The government had become 

tyranny controlling what each Individual did. We see throughout the book 

people conforming like they conformed in War World II to this tyranny. The 

outcome was the same as in WI the government fell and the ones who had 

not conformed were regarded as heroes. To be unique is a great thing but 

society continues to look down its nose at those who want something 

different. 

When you start to think for yourself you are no longer “ Part of any country. ”

Most people when they think off country they think of the leaders or the 

people who control the things. But In Itself dictated by the people. Inside the 

https://assignbuster.com/individuality-vs-conformity-assignment/



 Individuality vs conformity assignment – Paper Example  Page 4

United States of America there are thousands of countries each of them have

slightly different silent laws. To become an individual you obey the laws but 

you create your own silent laws. When Thoreau made that choice to leave 

the masses and make his own country, a country of one then he came a 

individual. 

A country of one is infinitely better than a country of two for one reason, 

freedom. When you create your own country you are granted more freedom 

than ever before. No longer do you have to follow the normality or silent laws

of the other countries The difference between a Non-conformist and a 

criminal is silent laws verses laws. Thoreau gave up on all the silent laws so 

he is no longer a part of “ America. ” Gatsby gave up on the enforced laws 

but kept the silent laws so he is part of America. Guy montage gave up on 

the silent laws which were enforced so he became a individual. 
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