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Example – Cross- referencing Cross-references should be easy to locate – 

simply stating ‘ see above’ is useless. A good correspondence takes the 

reader straight to the relevant portion of the text, such as: See second 

paragraph on p 6 See text to n 34 Do not use supra, infra, ante or contra. 

You will see these methods Of cross- referencing used in texts and journals, 

but you should not use them. CASE LAW Cases provide one of the principal 

sources of English law, but the sheer bulk of case law that exists can be 

daunting. 

How does a student go about finding a particular case report? To enable 

students, practitioners and other interested parties to locate a case, all 

reported cases are given a case citation, and this citation refers to a law 

report where the case is published (often, cases are published in multiple law

reports and so may have several case citations). 

To make matters more complex, domestic cases, E cases and cases of the 

European Court of Human Rights are all cited differently. Domestic case law 

The following provides an example of a domestic case name and its case 

citation. 

It can be seen that the case name and its citation consists of six elements: 

The case name: cases in the English legal system are named based upon the

names of the parties involved with a V (for versus) between the names. The 

case name should always be italicized. 

R v Morrison The reporter: this denotes the year in which the case was 

reported, not the year in which the case was decided. Cases reported after 1 

890 always use square brackets. The volume number: if the number Of cases
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reported in a single year is too large for a single volume, then the citation ill 

also contain a volume number. 

If no volume number is present, there was only one volume of law reports 

that year. [2003] The law report: there are many different law reports and 

cases may be reported in multiple law reports. 

The law report is always abbreviated. WALL The page number: the first page 

on which the case is located. 1859 (CA) The court: the court in which the 

case was decided in placed in parentheses at the end (if the case has a 

neutral citation, there is no need to provide the court as part of the case 

citation). 

Regarding the name of the court, the name of the court is always 

abbreviated, ND the principal abbreviations are as follows: C] HAL – 

Appellate Committee of the House of Lords 0 CA- Court of Appeal Chi – 

Chancery Division of the High Court C] CB – Queen’s Bench Division of the 

High Court (if the monarch is male, this division is known as the King’s Bench

Division (KGB)) C] Fame – Family Division of the High Court L] Com – 

Commercial Court CLC PC – Judicial Committee of the privy; Council C] EAT – 

Employment Appeal Tribunal Cases may be cited in several different reports.

If this occurs, there is no need to cite all the reports where the case is 

reported -? you only need cite the most authoritative. The order of authority 

is as follows: 1 . Official Law Reports (e. G. AC, CAB, Chi, Fame etc) 2. 

Weekly Law Reports (WALL) 3. All England Law Reports (All ERE) 4. Specialist

reports (e. G. Butterscotch Company Law Cases (BCC)). Both the case 
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citation and the case name go in the footnote, unless the name is mentioned

in the text in which case only the citation need be provided in the footnote. 

After the citation, the court deciding the case should be placed in round 

brackets, unless the case has a neutral citation (in which case the neutral 

citation will indicate the court), or unless the case was decided before 1865. 

The following provides examples of cases mentioned in the text and cases 

not mentioned in the text. Example – Citing case law The House of Lords has 

acknowledged that the courts may have regard to Hangars when interpreting

legislation. The case of Pepper v Hart established that the courts may have 

regard to Hangars when interpreting legislation. Pepper v Hart [1993] AC 593

(HAL). 

[1 993] AC 593 (HAL). Using the above example, if you quoted from Pepper v

Hart and the quote was from page 602, the footnote would cite the source 

thus. 4 If you name the judge in the text, there is no need to repeat it in the 

footnote. If you do not name the judge in the text, you should state the 

judge’s name in the footnote in parentheses following the page number of 

the quote. 

Note ‘ pet is no longer used. 

The following examples demonstrate this: Example – Quoting from a 

judgment In Royal College of Nursing v DADS, I Lord Diploid described the 

drafting of s 1(1) of the Abortion Act 1967 as being ‘ far from elegant. ‘ 2 In 

Royal College of Nursing v DADS, 3 the House of Lords described the drafting

of s 1(1) of the Abortion Act 1967 as being ‘ far from elegant. ‘ 4 [1 981] AC 

800 (HI). Ibid 827. 
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[1 981] AC 800 (HAL). Ibid 827 (Lord Diploid). [1 993] AC 593 (HAL) 602. 

Since 2001, many cases, in addition to having a case citation, will also have 

what is called a neutral citation. 

The case of R v Morrison that we discussed above, in addition to having a 

case citation, also has a neutral citation, which consists of three elements. 

The case name The judgment year: the year of the judgment is given in 

square brackets. This differs to the case citation, which provides the year the

case was reported (although the two are often the same). The case number: 

cases are numbered consecutively, so Rev Morrison was the 1, 72nd case 

that was decided by the Court of Appeal Criminal Division in 2003. COCA 

grim 1722 The court: the court delivering the judgment is stated in 

abbreviated form. 
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