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Media exposure using race-related messages can provide advantages in 

terms of identity to whites or majority consumers. They are offered 

intergroup messages, which support White positive distinctiveness and self-

concept. The first hypothesis is that minority athletes are usually 

overrepresented as criminals when compared to Whites. The second 

hypothesis is that minority athletes are usually characterized unfavorably 

than White athletes in the coverage of crime-related sports news. The third 

hypothesis is that crimes associated with minority athletes will be 

characterized by negative consequences. The fourth hypothesis is that the 

presentation of crime-related sports news varies according to the race of an 

athlete (Mastro, Bleacha & Seate, 2011). 

Conclusion 

These researchers show that the manner in which athletes are portrayed in 

crime-related news varies according to race. In this case, minority athletes, 

particularly Black athletes were overly represented as criminals. The 

researchers used a social identity framework in order to analyze the content 

in the newspapers systematically. 
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