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Stamps have even been forged over the years and some of them have 

proved almost indistinguishable from the original. Special stamps may be 

issued to commemorate specific events. Such stamps are usually limited 

editions. 

Topical or thematic philately is the study of what is depicted on the stamps. 

For instance, birds, insects, faces of famous people, flowers, sports, maps 

etc., may be featured on various stamps. One interesting topic of study in 

this branch focuses on design mistakes like wrong pictures (for example, a 

US stamp meant to honor Bill Pickett), design alterations (e. g. 

the editing out of cigarettes from the pictures used for US stamps) and the 

accounts of how certain images came to be used on a particular stamp. 

There are many amateur philatelists among us. They might be a brother, an 

uncle or a neighbor who collects stamps for the love of it. It is a serious 

hobby for some and they might even hold exhibitions of their prized 

collections. More men than women have been known to collect stamps. 
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