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Introduction

The main problem with United States of America and China is like the
proverbial scabbard that cannot accommodate the two swords at the same
time. At present United States occupies number one position in terms of
economic and military might. China wants to be there and knocks at the
portals of that position, threateningly from all ends. The relations between
the two countries swing like a pendulum over the years. In this book,
Schaller reviews the overall position of the two countries for over a century.
The friction point is not only economics and trade. The collision of cultures is
an important issue and their societal outlooks are poles apart.

China is an enigmatic communist country. It has given up the path of
hardcore communism since the demise of the founder of the communist
regime Mao Tse Tung. Michael Schaller has elucidated in the book a good
interpretive history of the Sino-American relations, in which he deals with the
multi-dimensional issues that confront both the countries in their efforts to
steal the march over each other. For USA, the question is to retain its hold on
the present position. China will not be satisfied unless USA is relegated to
number two. It is a tough task to understand the complexities of China-
America relations in the last century and into the next. Describing the
enigmatic position of China Schaller argues, “ It has been perceived often
simultaneously, as a vast export market, an economic rival, a society
reaching out for western ideas, a culture fearful and hostile to outsiders, an
emerging democracy, repressive dictatorship, a military threat, and a
strategic ally.”(3) Both the countries have gone through alternative periods

of hostility and cooperation. If China plays a significant role in the Cold War,
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America is obsessed with the Vietnam War, which is an indirect warning to
China for its intended adventures in Asia.

Schaller writes, “ By 1973, Kissinger boasted that the United States and
China had become “ tacit allies.”(2) This is an important decision that must
have taken the world by surprise when it was announced. By then both the
countries have realized that the capitalist and communist philosophies need
not be at * war’ with each other on a permanent basis. The new Bush
administration goes a step further. Schaller writes, “ The new Bush
administration in 2001 took to describing China as a “ strategic competitor”
or rival.”(3)Professor Schaller is eminently suited to write on the subjects
that he has dealt with in the book. The post 1990 research monographs by
the scholars of both the countries are a welcome addition to the book. They
explain about the intentions of China; dominate the policy decision of the
successive Presidents of America. For example, Schaller explains, “ During
the final four years of the Regan administration, relations with China
remained positive and low key.” (199) However, all Presidents understand
the inevitability to treat China as an important partner in every facet of
international trade and relations.

Violation of human rights by China is a major thorn in the relations between
the two countries. America is aware that China’s influence in East Asia, will
be at the cost of its interests and it is watching with concern the period of
transition that is in motion at present. In its enthusiasm to improve the
bilateral relations, America should not forget the ground realities as for the
deteriorating human rights in China. China’s export goods include the ones
produced by prisoners, many of them behind the bars for political offences.

The unpaid labor in the prison workshops makes it possible for China to offer
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cheap rates in the export market. America should not become partner in the
system of oppression in vogue in the Chinese labor market.

Conclusion:

Schaller has a good grasp of the agenda of political and economic issues
concerning both the countries. China’s manufacturing infrastructure heavily
depends on the export market, as its domestic consumption is meager.
America is the largest importer of consumer goods from China in the world,
which indirectly helps China to maintain its economic supremacy. America
should approach with caution for providing technical expertise and
investment in China. The concern of America to improve the democratic
values and human rights in China can be served through personal interaction
between the citizens of the two countries and through business links.
Internet revolution works silently, by dissemination of knowledge, to make
the concept of * the world is one family,” an attainable reality. America
cannot risk alienating China on the economic, political and military fronts nor

can it extend the hand of friendship on all counts on an ongoing basis.
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