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Extensions will not be given to students who have left it late n the semester 

to attend court and are unable to find appropriate hearings. Which Court? 

You can attend the Magistrates’ Court (also called the Local Court in other 

jurisdictions); the District Court; the Supreme Court; the Court of Appeal; the 

Queensland Murmur Court (or an Indigenous sentencing court in your 

Jurisdiction); or a drug court. You need to make sure that you are attending a

criminal court proceeding. What kind of hearing? You should aim to attend a 

committal, a trial (summary or full), or a sentence. 

It is possible that the proceeding you plan to attend changes after you arrive 

in the oratorio. For example, a matter which is set down as a trial might not 

proceed because the defendant decides to plead guilty. The matter might 

then proceed immediately to sentencing, but is often adjourned to a later 

date. If this happens while you are in court, you should decide if what you 

have already seen is sufficient for you to complete your report well. If you 

don’t have enough information, you should attend a different matter instead.

It is useful to attend court on a day when there are several matters on the 

court list as this gives you more chances of finding n interesting matter to 

report on. How do I find out what courts are close to me and what matters 

are listed from day to day? If you are in Queensland, the Courts website 

publishes a daily law list for most Courts Court Report By logarithmically 

Alternatively, links to other Australian courts can be found at the bottom of 

the courts. SLD. Gob. AU website. You can telephone the registry office to 

find out details of court hearings in your area – this is particularly useful if 

you live away from metropolitan areas. 
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Try to find a matter that is not already part-heard. You might find it difficult 

to understand what is happening if you attend the 4th week of a trial! The 

daily law lists usually give you this information. If you have any problems in 

finding an appropriate matter please contact the Course Convener. Make 

sure you attend a criminal matter and not a civil hearing. How long do I have

to spend in court? You should set aside a day to attend court as you need to 

stay long enough to answer all the questions on the form completely. A 

sentence can take anywhere between 15 minutes to a couple of hours, 

depending on the issues raised. 

A committal hearing, a marry trial, and some District Court or Supreme Court

trials often only take a day to hear. Other trials can be very long – you do not

need to attend court for weeks to see a trial through to its conclusion. Be 

guided by the form – if you think you have seen enough to answer the 

questions intelligently then you need not stay longer. IMPORTANT – court 

Etiquette In attending court, decorum is required (particularly in the higher 

courts). Make sure you are neatly dressed with covered shoes (not thongs) 

and that you are on time. Turn off mobile phones and don’t talk during 

proceedings. 

Sit as quietly as possible. Whenever you leave or enter a courtroom and a 

hearing is in session you will need to bow to the Judge or Magistrate before 

leaving or entering. Do this at the door as soon as you enter, or before you 

leave. There should be no reason for you to address the Judge or the 

Magistrate, but if this occurs you will need to stand up and wait until he/she 

addresses you, and then refer to the Judge or the Magistrate as minor 
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Honor”. You should never shout out to the Judge or the Magistrate nor should

you behave inappropriately in their court. 

Some hearings are conducted in closed courts. This means that the hearing 

is not open to the public. Usually this is signposted in some way. If you are 

unsure, check with the bailiff before entry. Your Court Report is not a formal 

report, nor is it an essay. When you create your report, simply reproduce 

each of the questions and type your response underneath each question 

neatly and in complete prose (I. E. Not in note form or incomplete 

sentences). Take the Court Report Form with you to court to take notes. The 

form is not your assessment piece – do not hand it in. 

It is the basis for your Court Report. Your Court Report assessment piece 

must be submitted in accordance with the following guidelines (drawing from

the course outline assignment guidelines): Your answers must be 

appropriately structured and written in complete paragraphs, not in note 

form. Type your answers to each question in 12 point font, using only one 

side of each page. Staple in top left hand corner of page. Use AY size paper 

and leave at least a CM margin. This is the most useful format for both 

marking and photocopying. Double or one and a half line spacing should be 

used. 

Single line spacing is used for quotes when these are separated and 

indented. Number each page of the assignment. No plastic covers or folders 

unless otherwise notified by your convener. Marking Criteria The court report

is worth 30 marks. The questions on the Court Report Form require you to 

accurately describe the process you observe, as well as to critically reflect 
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upon the proceeding. The criterion for marking provides 15 marks for 

accurate and appropriate description, and 10 marks for critical reflection. 

There are a further 5 marks awarded for writing style and structure. 
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