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A few of the main characters from F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby 

have much in common with T. S. Eliot’s “ The Hollow Men. ” Many of the 

characters Fitzgerald introduces in the first few chapters bear strong 

connections to many parts of Eliot’s work. These characters are Tom and 

Daisy Buchanan, as well as Myrtle Wilson. To begin with, they strongly 

resemble the hollow men described in the first stanza of “ The Hollow Men. ” 

They can also be connected to the eyes Eliot refers to repeatedly throughout

the poem, which represent the conflicts that the aforementioned characters 

constantly and deliberately avoid. 

Finally, these characters strongly relate to the oxymorons and contradictions

in the poem, which represent the difference between the fai?? ade these 

people try to project and who they really are. The first stanza of “ The Hollow

Men” describes “ the hollow men… the stuffed men… headpiece filled with 

straw. ” Tom, Daisy, and Myrtle resemble these hollow, stuffed men in the 

sense that their heads are stuffed with “ sophistication” and things of that 

nature which society tells them are important. 

There are many examples of this in the first chapter when Nick visits the 

Buchanans at their house. Nick sums up the sort of unimportant babble they 

undergo constantly when he says, “ Sometimes she [Daisy] and Miss Baker 

talked at once, unobtrusively and with a bantering inconsequence that was 

never quite chatter, that was as cool as their white dresses and their 

impersonal eyes in the absence of all desire” (17). There is no question that 

these people are high-class and “ sophisticated,” yet their heads are filled 

with unimportant nonsense and gossip, of no real use to any of them. 
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They can have pretty much anything they desire, yet they are just as hollow,

if not more so, than a bottom-of-the-barrel, low class person. And there is no 

doubt that they are more stuffed. Another aspect of the poem that stood out 

particularly was the image of “ Eyes I dare not meet in dreams. ” This image 

portrays something that one is unable to face, or look in the eye, due to fear.

This relates very strongly to the tremendous internal conflicts Daisy, Myrtle, 

and even Tom experience, yet are too cowardly to confront. Daisy knows 

that Tom is having an affair, yet is unable to confront him. 

Even so, Fitzgerald conveys the sense that she is deeply troubled by this 

knowledge; Daisy emerges from the house after Tom has received a phone 

call from Myrtle: “‘ It couldn’t be helped! ‘ cried Daisy with tense gayety” 

(20). It is apparent that all three members involved in the affair are greatly 

troubled by these “ eyes” that they are too afraid to face. This image of the 

eyes is repeated later in the poem as well: “ The eyes are not here / There 

are no eyes here / In this valley of dying stars. ” This seems to depict how 

there is a way to escape the eyes, but it is in “ the valley of dying stars”. 

This also seems to connect to The Great Gatsby characters being discussed. 

They are very much like stars in their lifestyles (although Myrtle only in her 

life with Tom), yet the only way to escape these eyes that they are so afraid 

to deal with is by eventually arriving at “ the valley of the dying stars. ” A 

place where their glamour and riches begin to fade and they no longer have 

what they once believed to be the attributes of happiness, which seems to 

be the inevitable fates of these characters if they choose to continue 

avoiding the eyes. 
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The stanzas in “ The Hollow Men” full of oxymorons and contradictory 

comparisons also link to Fitzgerald’s characters. The comparison that is the 

most appropriate for these characters from The Great Gatsby is, “ Between 

the idea / And the reality… Falls the shadow. ” The idea is that Tom and 

Daisy Buchanan are happily married, much like George and Myrtle Wilson. 

The reality however, is how Tom and Myrtle are having an affair that is 

secret to nobody, it seems, but Mr. Wilson. 

The shadow that falls between this idea and reality is the awkwardness Nick 

experiences when he goes to visit Tom and Daisy, as well as when he goes 

with Tom to get Myrtle. Nick recounts Daisy sitting with her face in her hands

when Tom first leaves her after his phone call from his mistress, “ I saw that 

turbulent emotions possessed her” (21). Daisy’s emotions are the most 

obvious shadow between she, Tom, and Myrtle’s “ idea” and “ reality. ” 

There are many contradictory comparisons in The Great Gatsby as well, 

much like those in “ The Hollow Men. 

After this whole ordeal with Myrtle calling Tom during dinner, Tom and Daisy 

are seeing Nick to the door as he departs. Tom and Daisy even have a few 

unpleasant words right before they see Nick off, yet immediately afterward, “

They came to the door with me and stood side by side in a cheerful square of

light” (24). This image is extremely contradictory to the implications of the 

state of Tom and Daisy’s relationship, much like those contradictory 

comparisons in “ The Hollow Men. 

All in all, there are many connections between Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby 

and Eliot’s “ The Hollow Men. ” The characters of Tom, Daisy, and Myrtle are 
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very good examples of “ hollow, stuffed men. ” Their situation also relates to 

much of the poem, as well as the way it was written depicting images 

resembling those in the poem. The two works may not necessarily be based 

on the same thing or directly related, but there are a number of strong 

connections that can be made. 
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