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Prohibited  drugs  have  been  one  of  the  major  concerns  of  the  federal

government  for  the  past  decades.  Various  negative  effects  of  prohibited

drugs not only on the user itself but also on the immediate community of the

latter have been identified. Due to this, various programs has been launched

by the federal government just to regulate and prevent citizens fromdrug

addiction. One of the said government projects to minimize drug addiction

would  be  the  intensification  of  drug  treatments  aside  from  the  border

patrolling  etc.  The  question  now  would  be  which  of  the  identified  two

governments program will be more effective? 

Since prohibited drugs are addictive, users will continue to buy the said good

even if  there is  a high risk involving its  usage, not  to mention that  it  is

expensive (Kuehlwein, 2007). In other words, drug users will continue to buy

as long as their will be someone who will supply them with those prohibited

drugs regardless how much will it cost. Therefore, the intensification of drug

treatment  programs would  be  more  effective  as  compared to  the border

patrolling since the former will reduce the addiction of the drug users which

will eventually shifts its demand elasticity towards elastic demand. 

On  the  other  hand,  border  patrolling  will  only  lower  down the  supply  of

prohibited drugs in the market which only further increases its price level

due  to  possible  shortage  as  authorities  on  borders  confiscate  more

prohibited drugs. At the end of the day, the root of the problem will not be

solved by only patrolling on borders since drug users will always find ways on

how to getmarijuanaor cocaine on the streets. 
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This makes the intensification of  drug treatment programs more effective

since  this  attacks  the  root  of  the  problem  by  minimizing  the  drug

dependency of users which eventually leads to quitting drug usage. At this

point, it is already clear that through reducing the demand of drug users to

prohibited  drugs  will  solve  the  said  problem  of  the  government  more

effectively than with the border patrolling. It would be better on the part of

the  federal  government  to  concentrate  more  on  the  drug  treatment

programs than with border patrolling. Appendix 

With the drug treatment program, the elasticity of demand of drug users will

shift from being inelastic to being elastic. The good thing with this will be,

under the elastic demand; by the time drug users will quit using prohibited

drugs, there is a big possibility that they will no longer go back into being

drug  addicts  since  they  are  no  longer  drug  dependent.  Whereas,  border

patrolling will do only no harm on the demand of the drug users and at the

same time will only boost the prices of prohibited drugs on the streets as

shown by demand curve1. 

Demand curve 1 is inelastic while demand curve 2 is elastic and the latter is

the end effect of the intensification of drug treatment programs. Reference
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