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Letter from Birmingham Jail a Rogerian Argument Traditional and rogerian 

argumentation approaches are very different. For instance, a traditional 

argumentation iS more confrontational towards the opponent’s point Of View

as to rogerian argumentation more negotiable with the opponent’s point Of 

View. Rogerian argumentation creates cooperation, the possibility that both 

sides might change, and a mutually advantageous outcome. 

However in a traditional argument the writer seeks to change the opponent’s

mind and, as a result, win the rgument. The rogerian avoids threats as to in a

traditional argument is very aggressive and full of Treats. Therefore, Letter 

From Birmingham Jail written by Martin Luther King Jr. has a language that Is 

structured to follo. . ‘ the rogerlan argumentation method, which combats 

the oppression against humanity. Martin Luther King Jr. stablishes common 

ground by stat ng the problem you deplore the demonstrations taking place 

In Birmingham) and trom there he states (It is unfortunate that 

demonstrations are taking place In Birmingham). 

Therefore, he laments that they are doing demonstrations and that he knows

they do not like the demonstrations but they were not left any other 

alternative. From this point King goes to discuss his opponents view of the 

problem by stating (You express a great deal of anxiety over our willingness 

to break laws) because they are breaking the law with their demonstrations. 

In response Kings point of view of the problem is (All segregation statutes 

are unjust because segregation distorts the soul and damages the 

personality). King makes clear his point of the problem not using a law 

problem but a problem within his soul. King does state why his opponent 
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would benefit by adopting his viewpoint by stating (Hence segregation is not 

only politically, economically, and sociologically unsound, it is morally wrong 

and sinful). 

The opponent would benefit from all these points but the most important 

point they would benefit from iS they would no longer be sinning. From this 

statement he proceeds to make a statement that would compromise in 

which they would both benefit There would be no more injustice ecause Of 

discrimination and they would benefit by making the nation rise to a better 

future quickly The following quote reads (NOW is the time to lift our national 

policy from the quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of human 

dignity). 

In the following paragraph Martin Luther King Jr. reinforces his negotiation, 

common ground and how they and he would benefit, (l also hope that 

circumstances will soon make it possible for me to meet each of you, not as 

integrationist or a civil-rights leader but as a fellcv. h’ clergyman and a 

Christian brother. 

Let us all hope that the dark clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass away 

and the deep tog of misunderstanding will be lifted trom our tear drenched 

communities, and In some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love 

and brotherhood will shine over our great nation with all their scintillating 

beauty). King would like for them to be able to meet and that soon all racial 

discrimination would end. In addition, the whole nation would benefit by 

rejoicing in brotherhood. 

https://assignbuster.com/a-rogerian-argument-essay/


	A rogerian argument essay

