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Question David Ramsay David Ramsay, as South Carolina’s member of 

Continental Congress, praised the US Constitution as a perfect tool for 

representational governance. Specifically, Ramsay commended the flexibility

nature of the constitution. According to Ramsay, there is not avenue towards

happiness than the people’s freedom to amend the constitution (Ramsay, 

268). Ramsay mentioned that traditional monarchs were dictatorial systems 

of governments. In addition, Ramsay asserts that a rigid constitution is 

considerate to its subjects but lacks in reason and liberty. However, an 

amendable constitution, which can be revised by the people as they please, 

is a political innovation that guarantees peace and happiness through self-

governance. 

Question 2: James Winthrop 

James Winthrop, a public official from Massachusetts, emphasized on the 

importance of the constitutional Bill of Rights. In reference to theoretical 

frames of politics, Winthrop asserted that systems of government belonging 

to the majority have inherent tendencies to disregard fundamental rights of 

the minority. Majority rulers exert tyrant principles upon minority subjects 

(Winthrop, 269). In order to safeguard the fundamental freedoms of the 

minority, Winthrop opposed the federal ratification of the constitution. 

Winthrop maintained that ratification of the constitution would consolidate 

constitutional powers to tyrant majorities, thus threatening the self-

governance of American states. In order to prevent governmental despotism 

and usurpation against citizens, Winthrop proposed that the Bill of Rights 

should remain an essential constitutional component. 

Question 3: Ramsay Vs Winthrop 
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With respect to the principle of representation, David Ramsay favors 

proportional representation of citizens in deliberation assemblies. Ramsay 

stated that proportional representation is a miniature form of communities; 

hence the representatives have interests and feelings of the majority 

(Ramsay, 268). On the contrary, James Winthrop opposes the concept of 

proportional representation. According to Winthrop, proportional 

representation does not guarantee preservation of minority rights against 

the wanton use of numerical tyranny by the majority (Winthrop, 269). 

Instead of proportional representation, Winthrop says that laws should be 

made by local officials who can establish immediate contact with their 

subjects. 
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