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Keyboard Keyboard,  as the name suggests it is a board full of keys which 

can be used to give orders in different forms to a computer. There are 

approximately 100-110 keys on a keyboard. The keyboard can be broadly 

categorized as Alphanumeric KeysNumeric KeysFunction KeysAlphanumeric 

Keys:- Those keys contains the letters and other special characters such as 

commas, brackets etc. Numeric Keys:- It contains the keys containing 

numbers. Function Keys:- There are 12 special keys in the computer which 

are assigned some special function. Modifier Keys:- There are some modifier 

keys in the keyboard like Shift, Control, Alt etc. 

which modifies the current keyboard temporary. How Keyboard Works? 

Keyboard has a square matrix underneath the hood. There is a circuit 

beneath every key which is closed at normal time. When a key is pressed the

circuit is closed and very small amount of current is passed through the 

keyboard. When the circuit is not open the key which is pressed is 

recognized by the mapping in character map which is stored in the ROM of 

the keyboard. Now that information from the ROM is passed to CPU using the

PS/2 Port for keyboard in CPU which is purple in colour. 

USB connectors are also available. Internal Connectors are used by Laptop. 

Wireless KeyboardsWIreless keyboards are now available in the markets. The

data of keyboard is sent to the computer by Radio Frequency, Bluetooth or 

Infrared Connections. On Screen KeyboardWindows provide an On screen 

keyboard which could be operated with a mouse. 

It is very useful when we don’t have a working keyboard. It comes with many

features like hovering through keys, scanning through keys, text prediction, 
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transparency etc. Text prediction is helpful to type even more faster through 

on screen keyboard. Hovering through keysWe can select any keys by 

changing the mode to “ hover the keys” from the options menu and adjust 

the slider to the speed we want. 

When we take a cursor to the key which we want to press we just have to 

put the mouse pointer there and wait for a second for the key to be typed 

automatically. Scanning through keysIf we don’t have a keyboard we can 

operate a keyboard using different devices such as a Joystick. It scans 

throughout the keyboard and we have to press a button on the joystick if we 

want to stop at that part of keyboard. How to access On Screen KeyboardGo 

to Start Menu — All Programs — Accessories — Ease of Access — On Screen 

Keyboard      2.) Press Windows key + R and type cmd — In cmd type “ osk”. 

Touch Screen KeyboardTouch Screen keyboard takes the input through 

screen. One can also split the touch screen keyboard to use it more easily. 
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