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It is not a recent suggestion to say that freedom and democracy seem to be
in conflict. The many different ways freedom and democracy seem disagree
vary from person to person. In my role as a citizen | see these conflicts in
everyday life through my family life, school, and the technology. A family is a
form of democracy in itself. As a child or young adult we are governed by our
parents. They provide the laws and decide on the appropriate punishment if
we break these laws. There is not as much freedom while living in a parental

governed household versus living in a politically governed country.

As dependants we do not have as many freedoms as independent people. As
children or young adults we tend to follow in our parents footsteps, that is to
say they influence our decisions. The religious and political views they hold
may influence our religious and political views in the present or later on in
life. While living under the governing of our parents we are financially
dependent on our parents. We need them to provide some means of income
to pay for necessities such as a home, food and clothing. For this we admire

our parents.

Although there may not always be an agreement we respect our parents for
governing us and being our leaders. School also governs our lives. Similar to
our family life the teachers and other adults serve as our leaders. Some
freedoms we may see in our country’s government such as freedom of
speech and freedom of religion do not hold the same significance in an
educational environment. In school speaking freely can be considered an
insult to the teacher and can cause more harm than good. Religious views

also cause some tension in schools.
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Many schools do not support religious views and teachers are prohibited
from discussing the subject with a class. Unlike family life and schools
technology enhances our freedom. Some more recent developments such as
the television, the internet, computers and cell phones enhance our freedom
but also threaten democracy. As young adult technology plays a big part in
my life. | use my cell phone, the television, the computer, and the internet
every day. Watching television provides me with the freedom to watch just

about anything | want.

| can express my political and religious views through the television
programs | watch. As a full time college student the computer and the
internet play the largest role in meeting my responsibilities as a citizen. | use
the internet daily to access personal and educational information. The
internet provides me with a way of expressing myself in a way that does not
make me feel uncomfortable. | can access as much information as | need
with a single search and submit my views on the subject as well. However, a

flaw of the internet is that decision making becomes difficult.

What is right and what is wrong become hazy. “ One of the consequences of
our success is technology, of our wealth, of our energy and imagination, has
been the removal of distinctions,” (pg. 391 par. 5) | believe the only way to
resolve conflict between freedom and democracy in my role as a citizen is as
simple as the fact that democracy does not equal freedom. Democracy does
not guarantee absolute freedom for anyone in a democratic society no
matter their race, religion, or rank. “ Differing positions in the hierarchy
merely establish differing degrees of involvement,” (pg. 11 par. 19) We all
play diverse roles in society but that does not determine the amount of
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freedom we are granted. In my role as a citizen | have became aware that
freedom and democracy disagree by observing my family life, school, and
technology. Although | see these disagreements everyday it is not to say
they cannot be resolved. ? Works Cited Boorstin, Daniel J. “ Technology and
Democracy. " Webb, Igor. Ideas Across Time. n. d. 391. Havel, Vaclav. “ The

Power of the Powerless. ” Webb, Igor. Ideas Across Time. n. d. 405.
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