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Domestic Violence Instructions: It would help if possible to use the text book 

" Understanding Social Problems" fifth edition/Mooney, Knox, 

Schacht/chapters 4 & 5 

to: 

" Contrast the arguement that the primary goal of the justice system should 

be rehabilitation with the arguement, that the primary goal should be 

incapacitation and apply the arguement to the example of domestic violence

against a spouse". 

answer these: 

What are the cultrural factors in American Society that contribute to 

domestic violence? 

include a discussion which distinguishes betweeen individual, family, and 

community factors in defining the culture of this problem - 

What are sociological theories of the crime we are describing and how can 

we understand and possible control crime of domestic violence in this 

country? 

2 pages MLA 

Domestic Violence Affects Everyone 

Domestic violence is one of the most disturbing social ailments, and one that

many Americans pretend is not a problem of the magnitude that it currently 

is. America, whether or not Americans choose to acknowledge it, is still a 

patriarchal society (Bullock, Cathy Ferrand, 2007, p. 34). While much 

progress has been made in changing laws and creating laws to eradicate 

domestic violence with penalties that include financial fines and jail 

sentences; domestic violence continues to be a problem in America (Bullock, 

2007). For a long time in America, domestic violence was considered a 
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matter between the husband and wife, mother and father, or romantic 

couple. That has changed, and with this change the courts are looking at 

ways to apply sentencing guidelines that serves the people involved and the 

public at large in the best and safest ways. One of the aspects of sentencing 

is whether or not a man (or woman) should be sentenced to time in jail. That 

is a disruption of the family life, including employment, and putting the man 

away from the family, when in fact keeping the family in tact and 

rehabilitating the offender with therapy and education might be a better 

solution. 

The ways in which violators in domestic violence cases were categorized and

were perceived long determined how they were treated. The treatment, in 

most cases, and prior to recent laws that force the justice system to deal 

with perpetrators legally; was to make excuses for the perpetrator, to blame 

it on finances, or some other personal emotional response to an outside 

precipitator ( Bullock, 2007, p. 34). While some called this making excuses 

and placing blame, there is perhaps some degree of usefulness to these “ 

excuses.” That is that it may be more useful to rehabilitate the perpetrator, 

than to incarcerate the perpetrator. If these outside issues, precipitating 

factors, or even if the source of the perpetrator’s dysfunction and abuse is 

one of learned behavior from his or hr own family upbringing; then it makes 

sense that rehabilitation and therapeutic services would be an even greater 

deterrent to domestic violence than would be incarceration. 

To get the courts to support rehabilitation over incarceration, the question as

to whether or not the domestic abuser can be rehabilitated must be 

answered. Rehabilitation is being tried in other countries (Summers, Randal 

W., and Hoffman, Alan M., 2002.) Government funding in countries like Spain
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and in the UK have been set aside to increase public awareness, educate 

people as to the facts of domestic violence, including the fact that domestic 

violence is not unique to an ethnic or income group (Summers and Hoffman, 

p. 150). 

Experts agree, for the most part, that rehabilitation does not succeed with 

hardened criminals (Summers and Hoffman, p. 150). “ Hardened criminal,” 

however, suggests that there is other criminal activity associated with the 

individual’s behavior that involves other crimes in addition to domestic 

violence. If that is the case, then this is information that is useful. Not all 

perpetrators of domestic violence, then, would fall into the category of 

hardened criminal, and there might be positive outcomes in the treatment of

spousal abuse, child abuse, and elder abuse. If there can be successful 

treatment of domestic violence, it would interrupt the patters of abuse that is

often found repeated between the same victim and the same perpetrator, 

which suggests that two people continue to come together to “ work it out.” 

If society, the courts, and the social service agencies could recognize that 

there is a benefit to the family unit to eradicate domestic violence, but to 

keep the family unit in tact, and to keep the family life-lines of income and 

other functions that support the family structure from being interrupted, 

then there exists the possibility that we might curtail domestic violence and 

keep families together. To this end, rehabilitation should be an option 

considered over incarceration when the perpetrator is not a “ hardened 

criminal.” 
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