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Descartes refuses to accept anything that is possible to doubt. His reason for

doing so is because he truly believes that this is the only way to discover the

possible existence of something that cannot be doubted. While the text is at 

times muddled, Descartes does use a method in his attempt to acquire 

knowledge. He starts by defining everything he could possibly doubt. He 

presents the argument of sensory deception, In his life, the things he has 

accepted as true are things he has learned through his senses. 

In this meditation, he rejects knowledge that which he has learned through 

his senses because he lams that the senses can often deceive. But, while the

senses are deceitful in sooner cases, Descartes claims that there are certain 

things learned through the senses that would be crazy to doubt. For 

example, he simply describes what he is wearing and what he is doing at the

time he is writing the meditation. He uses his senses in order to write this 

description, and he claims that he would have to be insane to doubt what he 

is saying (19). Descartes then goes on to present a second argument, about 

dreams. 

He claims that there is the possibility that he is dreaming. He compares the 

receptions eve have in our dreams to those we have when we are awake. 

They are essentially the same. He concludes that there is no definitive way 

to distinguish being awake from being asleep. However, he still maintains 

that there are certain things that would be foolish to doubt. He considers 

several Of his 3 priori beliefs as potentially containing doubt. For example, 

he casts some of his basic knowledge Of mathematics into doubt. He States, 

“ For Whether I am awake or asleep. 2 plus 3 make 5, and a square does not 

have more than 4 sides. ” (20). 
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He ultimately concludes that while the senses are at times deceitful, certain 

wings are indubitable. Descartes then transitions to the existence of God. His

considers the potential doubt of his a posteriori belief of God. He claims that 

God is all-powerful and all knowing. He reasons that he, himself, could not 

have come up with the idea of God, because God is a being more perfect 

than himself, And the only way he could have an idea of such a supremely 

perfect being is if God himself planted the idea in the mediator. Therefore, 

he concludes that God does exist. Since God is supremely good, the 

mediator determines that God is not a deceiver. 

The editor then reaches the conclusion that God is not a deceiver, but there 

could be a “ supremely powerful and clever,” (22) evil genius who is 

deceiving him This leads the mediator to believe that everything his senses 

tell him is possibly an illusion created by this evil genius. Descartes ends his 

first meditation in a state of ambiguity. The possibility of an evil genius 

deceiving him causes him to doubt everything. He closes the meditation 

without having reached a distinct conclusion, but he states that he Will 

refuse to believe the false things he used to believe. 
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