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At international for a, attempts have been made to promote environmental
education. In the year 1975 in Belgrade, the program for international
environmental education was started followed by the conference in Tussles
In 1977, Nevada 1979, Moscow . Since then the council of European
countries has twice called on member 1987, countries to advance on
environmental education in all sectors of education. There is required a
dominant policy to ensure that the findings of research on environmental
science are properly applied to ensure that the world is safe for further

development with no further destruction of the natural resources.

It Is therefore necessary to Involve the players In political, economic and
cultural sectors in designing environmental programs. By doing this, we will
notice that all these players have turned environmentalists and we can
expect a conflict of interest of style in the approach of environmental
matters. This is because sustainable development is a contested territory

with its ownership disputed by forces with very diverse Interests.

Education plays a major role in enhancing people’s awareness about bio-
diversity conservation as well as sustainable development. It leads to
actualization of conservation knowledge and skills which in turn help in
broadening people’s knowledge about conservation, thus making them
functional members of the society. Education will enlighten stakeholders on
various issues relating to sustainable development and bio-diversity
conservation. Also education will sensitizes them to participate fully in
campaigns against any act or development that threaten future

sustainability.
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Consequently, education empowers stakeholders to take increasing charge
of their own developments as key ingredients combined with a clear
knowledge of environmental constraints and of requirements to meet basic
needs. This enables people to understand their need for and importance of
biodiversity for now and in the future. It is this education which will enable us
realize that sustainable development confronts not Just society, but each of
us at the heart of his or her purpose. It invites us to give practical support to

the values of social equity, human worth and ecological health.

Education questions our readiness to involve ourselves in the struggle for
change, it challenges our willingness to contribute in greater measure to the
activities of No’s and dedicated individuals who campaign on our leaf.
Moreover, education asks us to accept that the small beginnings from which
so many successful campaigns have started resides within ourselves. As
Laszlo (1989) puts it, “ we contemplate changing almost anything on this
earth except ourselves,” and this is due to the inner constraints in our

visions and values that can only be removed through education.

This is because education will explain the need for and importance of
attitude and behavior change in our pursuit for development, as a result we
will realize that we owe the future generations what we have today. It is
education that will enable us reach a conclusion as Max-reef (1991 , Pl 13)
explains: -“ | have reached the conclusion that | lack the power to change
the world or any significant part of it, | only have the power to change
myself. And the fascinating thing is that if | decide to change myself, there is
no police force in the world that can prevent me doing so. It is my decision
and if | want to do it, | can do it.
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Now the point a change in the world”. As such awareness becomes more
general, sustainable development will be regarded seriously by the people
who really count not Just elites UT people generally. Education whether
formal or informal has been proved to be a powerful tool in promoting
changes in the attitudes and perceptions of people about a resource. A
series of conferences under the auspices of UNDO have been held to address
issues pertaining to the link between sound natural resource management
and sustainable development, environmental conservation and improved

human welfare.

Education for sustainable development will not only create awareness of the
global crisis but must place it at the heart of the curriculum. It must be “
ecological” rather Han “ environmental” encouraging broad holistic thinking,
teaching the need for structural change and promoting the correct
application of reductionism thinking to specific technical problems. It will
embrace all the means of the change discussed in this paper and alert

stakeholders to the feasibility of alternative practices.

Further, education will not only inform stakeholders, but also allow them to
participate in decision making process about biodiversity conservation and
thus promoting change. Through education, stakeholders will not only
become acquainted with one another’s Sino about healthy ecosystems but
also stimulates them to formulate their own visions relating to biodiversity. It
will not only teach them about holism but will require them to think
holistically. Holistic thinking is a particularly important means of change for
sustainable development because it attempts to figure out the
consequences.
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Holistic approach tries to anticipate the problem “ simple” solutions, create
and to identify more satisfactory structural solutions. Holistic thinking led
one farmer in Kenya, sickened at having to shoot the elephants ruining his
crops, to adopt n alternative form of land use, accommodating not only his
own interest but also those of elephants, of tourists who wanted to see
elephants and of local people who could supplement their subsistence

economy with income from tourism.

Education will also help us to see the need of putting people first in all our
endeavourers in sustainable development and biodiversity conservation.
Putting people first means quite simply valuing people for themselves, for
what they are rather than for what they can do, or how they can perform in
the service of some interest whose ends may be quite radically opposed to
the meeting of human need. Putting people first also means empowerment-
a process by which those who are or feel excluded from decision making are
enabled to participate in it. It involves the transfer of power from those in

authority to smaller groups.

In some countries this has to begin with establishing or re-establishing
political rights and other basic freedoms. (A recent example is the return to
free elections in Malawi and Kenya). Only then can a start be made to
provide education and training to raise awareness and allow stakeholders to
play an effective role in political process. Empowerment also refers to what
Paul Fire, the Brazilian educationist calls “ Concatenations” or the reasons for
their poverty and oppression and begin to discuss what they themselves can

do about it without enabling action by the authorities.
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Ecological education will not only teach about empowerment but will enable
stakeholders to fulfill their aspiration by helping them to develop their full
range of abilities. By paying equal attention to emotional and intellectual
development, education will teach the basic life skills people need to
establish identities and grow s individuals. By encouraging creativity,
commitment and initiative, it will equip stakeholders to take responsibility for
themselves and their future, and to avoid dependency on biodiversity

without ensuring its sustainability through sound management practices.

It will also focus on relationships and teach what Harrison (1990, IPPP) calls
the “ work of human communication of caring and nurture, of tending the
personal bonds of the community’. It is envisaged that well organized
education will also enhance our ability to relate with each other, not Just on
the level f day to day communication skill, but more importantly by
acknowledging others identities and rights too resource. This education will

initiate a process of lifelong growth in awareness and aspiration.

An individuals readiness to participate in that process, at however lowly or
rudimentary a level, will be more important than acquiring impressive
qualifications, for as Paul Fire (1972) points out, we are all “ unfinished”
human beings with a commitment to improve “ unfinished” reality. Without
the opportunity to develop their potential, individuals can not develop fully n
discussions and initiatives on which progress to more sustainable

development depends.

Therefore, properly resourced and directed education will ensure that all

stakeholders become the beneficiaries of the care, concern and skills of
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others. CONCLUSION In a world where the challenge of sustainable
development is an imperative, rather than an option, we can not afford to
debar people from participating by making them feel failures, whether
academic failures as a result of the rigid application of elitist standards, or
social or personal failures as a result of inadequate evolutions of both their

needs and their potential.

Therefore, | envisage that properly resourced and directed education aimed
at encouraging the development of sensitivity, awareness, critical thinking,
problem solving and active participation in biodiversity conservation
campaigns, will enable stakeholders not only to become aware of the issues
and be able to act on that awareness, but will be equipped with the skills
required to contribute effectively to the debate. They will learn to plan,
organism, communicate with others, develop strategies and create alliances
with an aim of promoting sustainable development and ensuring biodiversity

conservation.
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