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To protect human rights is to ensure that people receive some degree of 

decent, humane treatment. Because political systems that protect human 

rights are thought to reduce the threat of world conflict, all nations have a 

stake in promoting worldwide respect for human rights. [8] International 

human rights law, humanitarian intervention law and refugee law all protect 

the right to life and physical integrity and attempt to limit the unrestrained 

power of the state. These laws aim to preserve humanity and protect against

anything that challenges people’s health, economic well-being, social 

stability and political peace. 

Underlying such laws is the principle of nondiscrimination, the notion that 

rights apply universally. Responsibility to protect human rights resides first 

and foremost with the states themselves. However, in many cases public 

authorities and government officials institute policies that violate basic 

human rights. Such abuses of power by political leaders and state authorities

have devastating effects, including genocide, war crimes and crimes against 

humanity. What can be done to safeguard human rights when those in power

are responsible for human rights violations? 

Can outside forces intervene in order to protect human rights? In some 

cases, the perceived need to protect human rights and maintain peace has 

led to humanitarian intervention. There is evidence that internationally we 

are moving towards the notion that governments have not only a negative 

duty to respect human rights, but also a positive duty to safeguard these 

rights, preserve life and protect people from having their rights violated by 

others. Many believe that states’ duties to intervene should not be 

determined by proximity, but rather by the severity of the crisis. 
https://assignbuster.com/the-efficacy-of-the-local-government-in-upholding-
the-principles-of-human-rights-assignment/



The efficacy of the local government in ... – Paper Example Page 3

There are two kinds of humanitarian intervention involving the military: 

unilateral interventions by a single state, and collective interventions by a 

group of states. Because relatively few states have sufficient force and 

capacity to intervene on their own, most modern interventions are collective.

Some also argue that there is a normative consensus that multilateral 

intervention is the only acceptable form at present. There is much 

disagreement about when and to what extent outside countries can engage 

in such interventions. 

More specifically, there is debate about the efficacy of using military force to 

protect the human rights of individuals in other nations. This sort of debate 

stems largely from a tension between state sovereignty and the rights of 

individuals. Some defend the principles of state sovereignty and 

nonintervention, and argue that other states must be permitted to determine

their own course. They point out that the principles of state sovereignty and 

the non-use of force are enshrined in the charter of the United Nations, 

which is regarded as an authoritative source on international legal order. 

This argument suggests that different states have different conceptions of 

justice, and international coexistence depends on a pluralist ethic whereby 

each state can uphold its own conception of the good. Among this group, 

there is “ a profound skepticism about the possibilities of realizing notions of 

universal justice. ” States that presume to judge what counts as a violation 

of human rights in another nation interfere with that nation’s right to self-

determination. 
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Suspicions are further raised by the inconsistent respect for sovereignty (or 

human rights for that matter); namely, the Permanent Members of the UN 

Security Council have tremendous say over application of international 

principles. In addition, requiring some country to respect human rights is 

liable to cause friction and can lead to far-reaching disagreements. Thus, 

acts of intervention may disrupt interstate order and lead to further conflict. 

Even greater human suffering might thereby result if states set aside the 

norm of nonintervention. 

Others point out that humanitarian intervention does not, in principle, 

threaten the territorial integrity and political independence of states. Rather 

than aiming to destabilize a target state and meddle in its affairs, 

humanitarian intervention aims to restore rule of law and promote humane 

treatment of individuals. Furthermore, people who advocate this approach 

maintain that “ only the vigilant eye of the international community can 

ensure the proper observance of international standards, in the interest not 

of one state or another but of the individuals themselves. They maintain that

massive violations of human rights, such as genocide and crimes against 

humanity, warrant intervention, even if it causes some tension or 

disagreement. Certain rights are inalienable and universal, and “ taking basic

rights seriously means taking responsibility for their protection everywhere. ”

If, through its atrocious actions, a state destroys the lives and rights of its 

citizens, it temporarily forfeits its claims to legitimacy and sovereignty. 

Outside governments then have a positive duty to take steps to protect 

human rights and preserve lives. 
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In addition, it is thought that political systems that protect human rights 

reduce the threat of world conflict. Thus, intervention might also be justified 

on the ground of preserving international security, promoting justice and 

maintaining international order. Nevertheless, governments are often 

reluctant to commit military forces and resources to defend human rights in 

other states. In addition, the use of violence to end human rights violations 

poses a moral dilemma insofar as such interventions may lead to further loss

of innocent lives. 

Therefore, it is imperative that the least amount of force necessary to 

achieve humanitarian objectives be used, and that intervention not do more 

harm than good. Lastly, there is a need to ensure that intervention is 

legitimate, and motivated by genuine humanitarian concerns. The purposes 

of intervention must be apolitical and disinterested. However, if risks and 

costs of intervention are high, it is unlikely that states will intervene unless 

their own interests are involved. 

For this reason, some doubt whether interventions are ever driven by 

humanitarian concerns rather than self-interest. Many note that in order to 

truly address human rights violations, we must strive to understand the 

underlying causes of these breaches. These causes have to do with 

underdevelopment, economic pressures, social problems and international 

conditions. Indeed, the roots of repression, discrimination and other denials 

of human rights stem from deeper and more complex political, social and 

economic problems. 
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It is only by understanding and ameliorating these root causes and 

strengthening both democracy and civil society that we can truly protect 

human rights. Restoring Human Rights in the Peacebuilding Phase In the 

aftermath of conflict, violence and suspicion often persist. Government 

institutions and the judiciary, which bear the main responsibility for the 

observation of human rights, are often severely weakened by the conflict or 

complicit in it. Yet, a general improvement in the human rights situation is 

essential for rehabilitation of war-torn societies. 

Many argue that healing the psychological scars caused by atrocities and 

reconciliation at the community level cannot take place if the truth about 

past crimes is not revealed and if human rights are not protected. To 

preserve political stability, human rights implementation must be managed 

effectively. Issues of mistrust and betrayal must be addressed, and the rule 

of law must be restored. In such an environment, the international 

community can often play an important supporting role in providing at least 

implicit guarantees that former opponents will not abandon the peace. 

Because all international norms are subject to cultural interpretation, 

external agents that assist in the restoration of human rights in post-conflict 

societies must be careful to find local terms with which to express human 

rights norms. While human rights are in theory universal, ideas about which 

basic needs should be guaranteed vary according to cultural, political, 

economic and religious circumstances. Consequently, policies to promote 

and protect human rights must be culturally adapted to avoid distrust and 

perceptions of intrusion into internal affairs. 
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To promote human rights standards in post-conflict societies, many 

psychological issues must be addressed. Societies must either introduce new

social norms or reestablish old moral standards. They must design programs 

that will both address past injustice and prevent future human rights 

violations. Democratization implies the restoration of political and social 

rights. Government officials and members of security and police forces have 

to be trained to observe basic rights in the execution of their duties. 

Finally, being able to forgive past violations is central to society’s 

reconciliation. Rights Protection Methods Various methods to advance and 

protect human rights are available: During violent conflict, safe havens to 

protect refugees and war victims from any surrounding violence in their 

communities can sometimes help to safeguard human lives. As violent 

conflict begins to subside, peacekeeping strategies to physically separate 

disputants and prevent further violence are crucial. These measures, 

together with violence prevention mechanisms, can help to safeguard 

human lives. 

Limiting the use of violence is crucial to ensuring groups’ survival and 

creating the necessary conditions for a return to peace. Education about 

human rights must become part of general public education. Technical and 

financial assistance should be provided to increase knowledge about human 

rights. Members of the police and security forces have to be trained to 

ensure the observation of human rights standards for law enforcement. 

Research institutes and universities should be strengthened to train lawyers 

and judges. To uphold human rights standards in the long-term, heir values 

must permeate all levels of society. Dialogue groups that assemble people 
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from various ethnicities should be organized to overcome mistrust, fear and 

grief in society. Getting to know the feelings of ordinary people of each side 

might help to change the demonic image of the enemy group. Dialogue also 

helps parties at the grassroots level to discover the truth about what has 

happened, and may provide opportunities for apology and forgiveness. 

External specialists can offer legislative assistance and provide guidance in 

drafting press freedom laws, minority legislation and laws securing gender 

equality. 

They can also assist in drafting a constitution, which guarantees 

fundamental political and economic rights. Those who perpetrate human 

rights violations find it much easier to do so in cases where their activities 

can remain secret. International witnesses, observers and reporters can 

exert modest pressure to bring violations of human rights to public notice 

and discourage further violence. Monitors should not only expose violations, 

but also make the public aware of any progress made in the realization of 

human rights. 

In order to ensure that proper action is taken after the results of 

investigations have been made public, effective mechanisms to address 

injustice must be in place. Truth commissions are sometimes established 

after a political transition. To distinguish them from other institutions 

established to deal with a legacy of human rights abuses, truth commissions 

can be understood as “ bodies set up to investigate a past history of 

violations of human rights in a particular country — which can include 

violations by the military or other government forces or armed opposition 

forces. They are officially sanctioned temporary bodies that investigate a 
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pattern of abuse in the past. Their goal is to uncover details of past abuses 

as a symbol of acknowledgment of past wrongs. They typically do not have 

the powers of courts, nor should they, since they do not have the same 

standards of evidence and protections for defendants. As such, they usually 

do not “ name names” of those responsible for human rights abuses, but 

rather point to institutional failings that facilitated the crimes. 

Finally, they conclude with a report that contains recommendations to 

prevent a recurrence of the crimes and to provide reparations to victims. 

International war crimes tribunals are established to hold individuals 

criminally responsible for violations of international human rights law in 

special courts. The international community rarely has the will to create 

them. As the experiences with the war tribunals for Rwanda and Yugoslavia 

indicate, even where they are created, they are imperfect. They cannot hold 

all perpetrators accountable and typically aim for the top leadership. 

However, it remains difficult to sentence the top-level decision-makers, who 

bear the ultimate responsibility for atrocities. They often enjoy political 

immunity as members of the post-conflict government. Incriminating a 

popular leader might lead to violent protests and sometimes even to relapse 

into conflict. Leaders may be necessary to negotiate and implement a peace 

agreement. Various democratization measures can help to restore political 

and social rights. For sustainability and long-term viability of human rights 

standards, strong local enforcement mechanisms have to be established. 

An independent judiciary that provides impartial means and protects 

individuals against politically influenced persecution must be restored. 
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Election monitors who help to guarantee fair voting procedures can help to 

ensure stable and peaceful elections. And various social structural changes, 

including reallocations of resources, increased political participation, and the 

strengthening of civil society can help to ensure that people’s basic needs 

are met. Humanitarian aid and development assistance seeks to ease the 

impact that violent conflict has on civilians. 

During conflict, the primary aim is to prevent human casualties and ensure 

access to basic survival needs. These basics include water, sanitation, food, 

shelter and health care. Aid can also assist those who have been displaced 

and support rehabilitation work. Once conflict has ended, development 

assistance helps to advance reconstruction programs that rebuild 

infrastructure, institutions and the economy. This assistance helps countries 

to undergo peaceful development rather than sliding back into conflict. 
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