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The political climate in the United s toady is heated. Two major political
parties, the Democrats and the Republicans, are constantly fighting for
power and blaming the other party for all of America’s problems. This is not
a new phenomenon in American politics, but what is new is the fact that for
all of their claimed differences, the Democrat and Republican parties are
very similar. Many facts point to the reality that the Democrat and
Republican parties are similar in more ways than they are different.

One way that the Republican and Democrat part are similar is they both are
reliant on financial support from wealthy individuals and corporations.
Recent Supreme Court rulings have allowed unlimited, undisclosed donations
to be made by the super-rich and by multinational corporations to politicians
from both parties that are seeking election. This creates a situation where
both parties must do the bidding of these powerful donors once they are
elected. If they do not, then these donors will support someone else in the
next election. Both of these parties are dependant on rich people and special
interest money to support their candidates.

Another way Democrats and Republicans are similar is they refuse to take
any responsibility for anything bad that happens. Both parties blame the
other incessantly for the problems in America. Republicans blame the
current state of the economy on the Democrats even though a Republican
Congress and President sewed the seeds of the financial meltdown.
Democrats ignore worthwhile gains Republicans make in everything from
social policy to international relations. They ignore the amount of funding
Republican administrations have sent to help AIDS victims in Africa while
focusing on any comment or policy by a Republican that might be a bit

offensive of dim-witted. Both of these parties are similar in the way that they
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react negatively to the other party.

It is true that these two parties do differ in their basic ideology. The
Republicans claim that they want to reduce the role of government in the
lives of American citizens. They claim that government is too big and that we
need to cut expenditure. They believe in low taxes and self-reliance. The
Democrats say that they believe government can make a positive difference
for people, especially the poor. They believe in funding social programs that
help people get good educations and good jobs. They say they look out for
the poor and needy while the Republicans only look after their rich friends.
Democrats believe that government should have an elevated role in the life
of the average citizen.

While ideology may differ between these two parties, their actions are
amazingly similar. Members of both parties fight to preserve federal funding
for programs they believe in. They all want the Federal government to pay
for everything from agricultural subsidies to food stamps. No one in either
party is willing to do things that will be unpopular with the voters back home.
As a result, members of both parties keep the federal money flowing to their
own districts while criticizing others for doing the same.

Republicans and Democrats claim to be different. The fact is that in today’s
government, they are much more similar than they are different. They all
take money from the rich so they can get elected, they are equally nasty to
one another and they all vote to benefit their own districts while criticizing

others for doing the same.
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