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History and Political Science Civil War and Reconstruction There was a significant crisis faced by United s, whereby the Northern and Southern states had become less social, economical and political. The North was commercial and industrial, while the south was agricultural; and the two sections had a difference related to African-American slavery. In the North, there were efforts to limit the spread of slavery by abolishing it, while in the South, people wanted to maintain and expand the institution, hence making slavery a focal point of political crisis, in fact, during 1800-1860, the Southern economy built on " the backs of slaves". Therefore, the paper will focus on explaining the reason why the system failed and the reason behind the North winning the war, and it will explain the extent of the war and the reconstruction that followed in order to resolve the issues that created the breakdown. 
After the elections in 1860 to the presidency of Republican Abraham Lincoln, there was a succession in the southern states from Federal Union in 1861, though it focused on establishing the independent Confederacy of state for protecting the slavery. On the other hand, the Northern Unionists focused on unconstitutional secession, whereby they were willing to apply the military force to keep the South in the Union. However, the Southerners who had no slaves were against the threatened Federal coercion. This resulted to a costly and bloody civil war and numerous American were killed in the Civil War, since the nations, wars were combined (Dew, 5). 
Southern region became overwhelmed by war and this resulted to a burden by debt due to misgovernment and demoralization by a long period of racial warfare. There were harsh penalties imposed on Southern white leaders, and they humiliated the discrimination against blacks. This led to the “ Jim Crow,” which was experienced during the nineteenth century, whereby the Southern states had isolated public facilities that abolished black accessibility to numerous public amenities such as restaurants, hotels and parks. 
Reconstruction is judged insensitively by comparing it to the moral transparency related to the Civil War, due to the dark moments of political divergence, dishonesty and deterioration. During the period of reconstruction, slaves were granted their freedom, but not equality, whereby the North failed to address the economic needs of the freedmen, and this effort indicated the inadequacy to the desperate needs of the former slave for institutions. This relates to institutions that offer political and economic opportunity or protection from brutality and threats. Moreover, the federal Army officers and agents of Freedmen’s Bureau were racists, thus making the blacks be dependent on the Northern whites for protection against the Southern whites. 
Therefore, the reconstruction era made substantial contribution in rebuilding of the Southern states, which were distraught by war and intensifying the public services by introducing the tax-supported free public schools for both blacks and whites. Nevertheless, the failure to reconstruct led to the struggle of the African Americans for fairness and freedom, which was delayed until the 20th century, when this matter became national and not a Southern concern. 
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