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In this technologically advanced era distance learning is common among students and colleges. Distance learning is more common than regular classrooms. There always has been pressure on students to excel in their academic studies. Students were taught early in their academic lives that lying, stealing, and cheating were bad and there were serious consequences for these actions. 
Engraving academic honesty in students’ brains by the time they make it to college started at an early age. [Academic dishonesty is a concern for teachers, students, and institutions. (Grijalva, Nowell, & Kerkvliet, 2006)Because students and facility do not interact directly with distance learning classes, it is often perceived that academic dishonesty will be more abundant in these situations. Online distance learning programs are largely unsupervised and students are often not aware that they are committing academic dishonesty. Researching this issue was not hard to do. Two exceptionally well written articles were found using the keyword search phrase academic honesty in distance learning. 
The first article Pragmatic Methods to Reduce Dishonesty in Web-Based Courses (Chiesl, 2007) was published in the fall of 2007 was found in the EBSCOhost database and the second article Academic Honesty and Online Courses (Grijalva, Nowell, & Kerkvliet, 2006) was published March 2006 was found in the ProQuest database. Neither article is peer reviewed. The most common academic dishonesty factor known among universities is plagiarism. Plagiarism should be avoided at all costs. Students can take precautions to avoid academic dishonesty. Understanding plagiarism and how to avoid it are both the student and faculty’s responsibility. 
Most universities have installed plagiarism detection software as a tool for their students. Although this software is available the student still needs to know how to reference sources and cites correctly. Students should read their universities academic honesty policies. In addition to the academic honesty policy reading the course syllabus provided by the instructors will provide additional information for the students regarding what the instructor and the university expect from the student. Instructors can implement certain methods to ensure students are aware of their academic expectations. [Informing students by using emails, posting announcements, and incorporating into a syllabus that honesty is the best policy. 
] (Chiesl, 2007) Communication is a vital source in online distance learning. With an open line of communication between both parties the student will feel more comfortable when a problem does arise. 
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