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Running head: Globalization of aviation services Although several attempts 

have been made towards the globalization of aviation services, this paper 

identifies and discuses two forces namely protectionism and armed conflicts 

that impede this endeavor. 

Introduction 

We can define globalization as the process of involving the entire world, 

especially in a world typified by unprecedented flow of people, goods and 

capital. Economists define it as the closer national economies integration 

and the elimination of free trade barriers. In his definitions, Smith defines 

globalization as liberalization and argues that it is a process of eliminating 

limits of movement imposed by governments between nations. This is done 

in order to create a world economy that is borderless and open. He further 

defines globalization as the spread of supra-territoriality and explains that it 

involves reconfiguring geography in such a way that people stop mapping 

social space wholly in terms of territorial borders, territorial distances and 

territorial places. 

Through globalization, one part of the world’s cultural, technological, 

political, environmental and economic events become significant in other 

parts of the globe. The major contributors of globalization are improved 

information technologies, transportation and communication. Globalization 

also entails the development of transnational corporations and multinational 

corporations. In aviation, globalization is demonstrated by marketing, 

technical and commercial coalitions among airlines. It sometimes involves 

control and ownership issues beyond nationalized boundaries. 

One of the forces that can impede the globalization of aviation services is 

protectionism, a system in which countries impose duties on imports or on 
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other countries wanting to set up their industries in them. Despite the fact 

that the world is drifting from protected and managed trade in most services 

and goods, aviation industry remains often intensely protected and regulated

greatly. This dates back to the end of World War II when the United States 

failed to attain the open skies goal as part of a liberal post-war order. Other 

governments resisted the idea since the U. S was the only country that was 

able to mount a worldwide air transportation endeavor at that time. This 

opposition against domination of the airways by the United States was 

strengthened by the argument that skies control was a crucial security 

matter (Baliles, 1997). 

Protectionism involves such practices as countries introducing public 

subsidies into their flag carriers, cabotage which is the restriction of 

domestic traffic rights of foreign carriers and limiting foreign control and 

ownership of their carriers. It is also mainly in the form of tax structures that 

are regressive, capital controls, tariffs, immigration laws and rigid labor. 

Countries exercise protectionism with the aim of expelling foreigners and 

their foreign ideas and protecting their traditional domestic industries and 

cultures. The main reasons for protectionism include national security issues,

economic security, safety concerns and national pride. 

Armed conflicts in some countries are another force that can impede the 

globalization of aviation services. Such countries cannot develop financial 

markets, cultivate human capital or compete economically. Research 

indicates that between the year 1990 and 2001, in forty-five different 

locations, there were fifty-seven major armed conflicts resulting from civil 

wars. Such wars stunt development and cause deep damage to economy by 

paralyzing investors, consumers and businesses and restricting capital flow. 
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As far as budgets for defense keep on growing in relation to international 

tensions, and the use of economic resources for military purposes persist, 

fewer resources will be dedicated to economic competitiveness and human 

capital development. 

A country experiencing armed conflicts may not be in a position to extend its

airline services to other countries as it devotes much of its finances to 

protect itself. 

In addition, tourism industries in such countries perform poorly as tourists do

not visit them in fear of becoming victims of those conflicts. Foreign 

investors also shy off from establishing airlines or providing aviation services

to those countries. Globalization of aviation services can therefore not 

flourish (Marber, 2004). 

Conclusion 

Globalizing aviation services is of great significance as it would create low-

cost carriers and encourage competition among airlines worldwide. Mureithi 

asserts that it would create new markets for services and products. In 

addition, it would expand the supply chain of aerospace since manufacturers

would see the market access cost savings and benefits of operating and 

sourcing globally. It would also make air travel safer, easier and cheaper. 
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