 2

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]


Past, current and emerging technologies





[image: ]Technology


During the time leading to the early 1980's, most of monitors were boxy video terminals attached to a computer by a serial interface. These were known as CRTs (Cathode Ray Tube). Overtime, other companies, such as IBM improved on the computer's technology and released machine's that were called " 3 pieces", this was because the monitor was separated from the keyboard and a mouse was added thus resulting in a machine which needed at least 3 components and peripherals in order to function, called a PC. 
A data projector is a device which projects many types multimedia onto a presentation surface. This device is used in class lectures, cinemas, conference rooms and many other occasions where a wide projection is needed to serve a bigger crowd. Data projectors have revolutionized the way presentations are shown as they are very portable, can be used on any clear surfaces and are very interactive, providing a lot of possibilities. A liquid crystal display (LCD) is a thin, flat display device made up of many pixels aligned in front of a light source. 
It uses a little amount of electrical power; therefore it is used in many small devices. STORAGE A floppy disk is a small, portable plastic disk coated in a magnetic substance used for storing computer data; it is readable by a computer with a floppy disk drive. The floppy disk offers a cheap and quick method of transferring documents to another PC. The data is stored magnetically. The standard floppy disk is now 3. 5" and holds 1. 44Mb of data; they are not preferred for storage nowadays because they hold a very little amount of data. 
However, at their time, they were a big leap in the combination of data storage and portability. A compact disk (CD) is an optical disk that is used for storage of data; it is accessible with a laser-based reader. These disks were released in the market ever since 1982, but are now most commonly used for Audio storage and other smaller data types as they have been succeeded by a better optical means of storage, called a DVD. CDs and DVDs offer high capacity and permanent storage. 
A DVD (Digital Video Disk) is a high density format for playing full motion video. It provides a high amount of data storage and is the same size of an average compact disk except that they store far more data. These disks are read and written by laser lights. FILE FORMATS A Graphic Image File format (GIF) is a widely supported image-storage format promoted by CompuServe that gained early widespread use on online services and the Internet because of its compression Value. 
It has a resolution that is limited to 8-bits, or 256 colours. A Bitmap (BMP) is a representation consisting of rows and columns of dots making up a graphical image in a computer. It is a method of storing information that maps an image pixel, bit by bit. A Bitmap is the basic and default picture file type from the Microsoft " Paint" program. There is no compression of the image therefore there isn't any loss of image clarity, thus ". bmp" files tend to be much larger in size. 
BMPs are mostly used in occasions where high image detail is desired, an example includes scanning. A Bitmap however is a file type; therefore it can come in many file formats such as . bmp, . pcx, . pict, tiff and so on. JPEG is a commonly used method of compression for photographic images. The compression level of JPEG images can be adjusted to suit the desired file size (Which is normally a tenth of the original image size) or image quality (Which is lossless most of the time, and looks as if uncompressed). 
This file format has gone a long way in the reduction of data transmission; it now allows users to browse websites much quicker, with less loading times. It also means that people can store more images on the same storage device, providing faster back up. JPEGs are a reader-friendly format, meaning that most of the devices used today to view images are able to read this file format. Unlike some copyrighted file types, most computers can open and view ". jpg" picture files without having to install other software to be able to view the file. 
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