
Free biography on 
john dewey

Countries, United States

https://assignbuster.com/essay-subjects/countries/united-states/
https://assignbuster.com/essay-subjects/countries/
https://assignbuster.com/free-biography-on-john-dewey/
https://assignbuster.com/free-biography-on-john-dewey/
https://assignbuster.com/


 Free biography on john dewey – Paper Example Page 2

Biography of John Dewey 
John Dewey is the American philosopher who can be seen as the leader of 

the pragmatism school of thought. This pragmatism school of thought is in 

essence the naturalistic view that knowledge surfaces when a human being 

actively adjusts to his surroundings instead of observing the world in a static,

inactive manner (Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy). His philosophy is 

focused on stretching the mind in an active manner and experience. Dewey 

himself is evidence for the experiences, he has used theories of “ modern 

biology, psychology, physics, and the historical sciences” (Hook, 2008, p. 3). 

His influence from these theories and on these theories is so crucial, that it is

said that John Dewey’s ideas and persona have been part of shaping 

intellectual America (Hook, 2008, p. 4). 

Every person and his thoughts are shaped by his environment and that is no 

different for this philosopher. John Dewey was born on the 20th of October, 

1859 (Hook, 2008, p. 10). The place of birth of John was Burlington, Vermont 

in which he was raised in a homogenous, almost classless New England 

community with rarely any outliers or extremities. It was in that peaceful and

yet liberal environment that his ideas on justice and equality were ingrained 

on him. But it was in Michigan and Chicago that he began to develop his 

ideas which were brought to final fruition in the cosmopolitan city of New 

York (Hook, 2008, p. 5). 

His Michigan and Chicago period were marked by difficulties in the sense 

that it was a hard life to live back then. It was a period in which thinking, 

good thinking, could make a great difference. It was at the University of 
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Chicago that John could reap the ideas he had and there he created his 

pattern of thoughts that would make up his philosophy. When John was a 

student, the context of studying and university were ingrained with religion 

and theology (Hook, 2008, p. 11). However, John based his pattern of 

thoughts on psychological foundations and focused it on education and 

learning which had the implication that “ genuine learning can only be 

achieved by doing” (Hook, 2008, p. 8). With his ideas Dewey changed how 

the American education system was viewed and assessed. He transformed 

the framework of thought of the education system and became a famous 

person because of it. 

After graduating from the University of Chicago, Dewey gave lessons at a 

school in Pennsylvania while he himself continued to educate himself further 

in philosophy. He continued his studies in 1882 at Johns Hopkins University 

and did his dissertation on the “ Psychology of Kant (Hook, 2008, p. 12, 13). 

Influences on Dewey were Hegel (Hook, 2008, p. 15). 

In the cosmopolitan city of New York, he could elaborate his ideas further 

because the city with its financial and industrial influence and the presence 

of every social culture and subculture was like a laboratory for him (Hook, 

2008, p. 8). 

His ideas were very influential and over time were used in most disciplines 

such as economics, art, psychology and education but also fellow 

philosophers, scientists and peers. His ideas became not only famous in the 

US but worldwide and he was proud to be an American. He was unique as a 

philosopher in the international arena because most of the philosophers 
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were not known outside of their own borders, John Dewey was and he was 

revered as well. Because his thoughts were revolutionary for the education 

system, he received requests from educators and education systems from all

over the world (Hook, 2008, p. 10). 

However, his persona remains somewhat hidden because he rarely spoke or 

wrote about himself. His interest was always outward oriented, not inward or

regarding himself. He loved books and the ones who read them (Hook, 2008,

p. 18). He worked until he died in 1952. 
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