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Marxist Philosophy: 1917 Russian Revolution 25th March Marxist Philosophy: 

1917 Russian Revolution This paper defines Marxistphilosophy as 

propounded by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in theoretical analysis of 

society. The principles of Marxism, historical analysis and criticism of other 

philosophies will also be discussed. Finally, the paper will study the actual 

implementation of the theory in practice by Vladimir Lenin in the 1917 

Russian Bolshevik revolution. 

Marxism is a world view based on analysis of society’s historical 

development from the means of production ownership1angle. The main 

argument is that means of production affect all other aspects of society and 

creates class relationships depending on the ownership and control. 

Analyzing slavery, feudalism and in the contemporary world, capitalism, 

Marx found that the social struggle between the exploiter and the exploited 

classes is caused by contradictions in each mode of production adopted by 

society. These imbalances create unrest whose end result is revolutions2 

such as the 1917 upheaval in Russia. 

The Marxist philosophy has been applied to a diverse range of subjects in 

economic, political and social spheres, but the political debate is the most 

prevalent. Marx argues that capitalism creates a rich elite minority class and 

the exploited majority proletariat class working for the elite. He finds that the

oppressed majority3 will revolt in order to build a new better regimes 

catering for equality of all people in a given society. 

Lenin and fellow Bolsheviks, interpreting and implementing4 Marxist 

philosophy in 1917, seized power in a revolution that aimed at setting up a 

socialist state that replaced capitalist Russia with cooperative ownership of 

means of production. They sought to bring down the monarchy and a long 
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history of the oppression of the proletariat in the country embodied by the 

royalty5. In so doing, Lenin was also against half measures that called for a 

negotiation with existing government. 

Marxist philosophy calls for socialist world view. The Bolshevik revolution, led

by Lenin and compatriots, adopted this philosophy to address oppression of 

the large Russian peasantry at the hand of the Tsar regime. In the series of 

revolutions, Marxist ideals are evident in that socialism was expected to give

way to communism in Russia, a classless, stateless and humane society in 

which each person equally shares in production and profits. 

References 

D’Amato, P. The Meaning of Marxism. 1st Edition. Chicago, Illinois: 

Haymarket Books, 2006. 

Hunt, Lynn, Thomas R, Martin, Barbara H. Rosenstein, and Bonnie G. Smith. 

The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures. 4 th ed. Boston: 

Bedford/St. Martins, 2012. 

Le Blanc, P. Marx, Lenin, and the Revolutionary Experience: Studies of 

Communism and Radicalism in the Age of Globalization. 2nd Edition. New 

York: Routledge, 2006. 

O’Neill, J. R. The Bolshevik Revolution. 1st Edition. Edina, Minnesota: ABDO 

Publishing, 2009. 

https://assignbuster.com/marxist-philosophy/


	Marxist philosophy

