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THE IMAGE OF GOD IN MAN: A RESEARCH PROPOSAL THE IMAGE OF GOD IN 

MAN: A RESEARCH PROPOSAL Working Thesis Statement (Proposed) Man 

was said to be created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1: 26 – 28) 

due to man’s ability to reason, to choose, the capacity to emote, and to have

conscience and a soul, or spirit. 1. If man violates any of these precepts, 

man’s image is transformed from Godliness to impiousness. 2. Contemporary

generation does not recognize that man was created in the image of God, 

but rather as a natural evolutionary process in life, including the possibility of

evolving from animals. 3. The image of God is manifested in each and every 

person regardless of religious orientation and belief. Need for the Study The 

aim of the study is to proffer issues that would deepen one’s understanding 

on the statement that man was created in the image and likeness of God 

(Genesis 1: 26 – 28). Having been explained in various literatures, the 

meaning of the “ image of God” is presented in discussing the difference 

between man and other creations of God, particularly animals. Further, one 

would seek to determine if any violation from the factors signifying man’s 

being created in God’s image would that necessarily defy man’s existence as

being created out of God’s image. For instance, if man commits sin with utter

disregard for conscience, does that mean that the statement does not apply 

to him, in particular? Procedure of the Study The study would be conducted 

using various secondary sources of information of the topic. The sources 

would be authoritative and scholarly and would present balanced and 

unbiased views of the authors on the subject. If the time would allow, some 

primary information could be solicited through simple interviews of 

acquaintances and people from various walks of life regarding their personal 

points of views and perception of the topic. From a random sample of say, 20
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people, one would aim to establish some information regarding today’s 

generation’s perception on the image of God in man and how do they believe

it is manifested in contemporary life. If it is still very much alive in most of 

the respondent’s views, then, how could they explain the utter indifference 

and disregard of societies to poverty, hunger, inequality, and violations of 

human rights. Data would be collected, tabulated and collated to determine 

the findings of people’s views on the topic. An analysis of findings would aim 

to evaluate the understanding of people on the topic and to address any 

controversies or misunderstanding on the subject being investigated. The 

paper would thus be presented initially with an introduction of the topic with 

a discussion of the general understanding and meaning of the statement. A 

review of literature would reveal various researches conducted by various 

authors on the subject. A research methodology section would present 

simple design for interviews, findings and analysis. Recommendations would 

be presented to discuss strengths, weaknesses or the emergence of relevant

information as revealed from the contentions of research participants and 

from the review of literature. Finally, a concluding portion would summarize 
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