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School Affiliation The two instruments that are used in assessing insanity at
the time offence are the MSE and the R-CRAS. The R-CRAS consist of two
parts where the first part comprises 30 selected psychological and situation
variables that are in a sense relevant to a judgment about the defendant’s
mental state at the time of the offence; these are then rated by an external
examiner based on a a thorough review of the data. RCAS provides a
through description of each item rated and also provides anchors that assist
the examiners in making decisions on the rating scales.

The other part of R-CAS provides a clear and explicit decision models for use
with the America Law Institute standards, here the examiners is put in a
position to answer a series of summary questions which corresponds to
components of the particular insanity standards that are set. Answers
obtained are based on a clear and conscious review of the examiners’ rating
of the defendant individual psychological and situational variables.

The MSE is used in its design to permit the examiners to arrive at an
informed decision about the existence of a “ significant mental abnormality”
which is based on the time of the offense which in a way played a critical role
in affecting the defendant’s action, and thus forms the basis for a defense of
insanity. The MSE plays a critical role in sensitizing the examiner to the kinds
of information that are needed in order to address the legal issues of the
named defendant’'s mental state at the particular time of the offense.

The above two tolls of accessing insanity are by far the best tools to be used
in the case study as they provide a rather outlined way of clearly assessing
whether the defendant was inddedd insane at the time of offence as claimed
by the defendant. The two tools MSE and R-CRAS have up to present been

researched a lot and when combined to be used in the case study, offer a
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rather informed way of clearly and with no doubt, analysis of the defendant
state of mind. Any decision reached will be taken into consideration and
considered the true state of the defendant mind at the time of offence.

| for starters do not believe that the defendant in the case study was legally
insane at the particular time of the offense. Insanity takes into account that
the defendant is not responsible for his her action due to his or her state of
the mind and in most cases situations arising due to mental health problems.
As such in the case study, though the defendant claims not to be in his right
state of mind, | find the defendant to be legally responsible for his action. He
is a crime victim and clearly a victim of violence; He is simply not a victim of
an act of God and as such, the defendant is fully responsible for his action
and should face the law.
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