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The difficult child is the child who is unhappy. He is at war with himself and 

in consequence he is at war with the world. A difficult child is nearly always 

made difficult by wrong treatment at home. To bring up children and to 

handle them is a delicate matter. A child is learning all the time. He 

inevitably models himself to his parents. That’s why grown-ups should be too

careful about the way they speak and behave. Parents are to create such an 

atmosphere in their households where a child would feel relaxed, not 

vulnerable, confident and secure. 

If he is constantly criticized about his actions, as a result, he will have a low 

self-esteem in future and will be quite unable to cope with difficulties and 

problems. Adults take it for granted that a child should be taught to behave 

in such a way that the adults will have as quiet a life as possible. Hence the 

importance attached to obedience, to manner, to docility. But to impose 

anything by authority is wrong. Obedience must come from within – not from

without. The problem child is the child who is pressured into obedience and 

persuaded through fear. 

Fear can be a terrible thing in a child’s life. Fear must be entirely eliminated 

– fear of adults, fear of punishment, fear of disapproval. Only hate can 

flourish in the atmosphere of fear. The happiest homes are those in which 

the parents are frankly honest with their children without moralizing. Fear 

doesn’t enter these homes. Father and son are pals. Love can thrive. In other

homes love is crushed by fear. Pretentious dignity and demanded respect 

hold love aloof. The happiness and well-being of children depend on a 

degree of love and approval we give them. 
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We must be on the child’s side. Parents are to remember that children are 

defenseless and vulnerable creatures and we should love and care for them. 

That’s why our task is to be patient and affectionate towards a child, to 

respect and be sensitive to his feelings, to create the lax atmosphere of 

understanding and sympathy for him not to feel neglected and ignored. 

Grown-ups should bear in mind that childhood is the period of formation of 

the kid’s personality, his individual traits of character, the development of 

the natural abilities and talents. 

It’s an important base on which the whole further life of a person, his 

worldviews and way of thinking, his goals and achievements are built. And 

we, adults, have a responsible task – to bring children, to encourage their 

physical and mental development. Parents are to provide the friendly and 

secure atmosphere of calm and quite where the children have a right for the 

choice, to let the children grow naturally and encourage the raise of their 

inner qualities. 

The childhood spent with heartless, indifferent, or quarrelsome parents or in 

a broken home makes a child embittered. nothing can compensate for lack 

of parental affection. When the home is a loveless one, the children are 

impersonal and hostile. In my opinion the ideal parent nowadays should be 

first of all an intelligent, educated, industrial person with progressive and 

independent views. He should not be afraid to face real problems. 

He should concentrate on a child’s strength, not on his weakness and 

heighten the kid’s self-confidence. Sure the child will dote on such a parent 

and take sides with him. In conclusion, I’d like to claim that the most 
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important thing to provide the normal development of a child and relations 

between parents and children is love and care, the atmosphere of tolerance 

and respect, to be fair and perceptive for the child’s feelings and fears, in 

other words to possess the art of living together. 
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