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C. 

Bird believes that college is not necessary to survive in the world. Bird 

suggests that students and parents who see college as a status symbol or as

evidence of being a “ well rounded” individual should seriously reconsider a 

college education. She sees college as a huge waste of financial resources, 

and argues that students are often neither intellectually or emotionally richer

for the experience. It’s been said that all high school graduates should go to 

make more money, become a better person, and learn to be more 

responsible. College doesn’t work out for a lot of people. 

Not all high school graduates fit in the college lifestyle. Most college 

graduates end up selling shoes of driving taxis. Others cheat to advance 

themselves by sabotaging experiments or forging letters of 

recommendation. The rest just drop out. There are many reasons for college 

not working out. 

There are young spoiled, stoned, overindulged people who expect too much. 

Maybe it is the times and the state of the world. There is not a large job 

market for what a lot of students are getting degrees in. 

College may, in fact, not actually teach anything vocationally useful to the 

students. It’s said to make students “ better people” and “ well-rounded”, 

they’re allowed to better express themselves, and learn to form values and 

goals. Values are often times swayed by the beliefs of professor and are not 

always useful in life. Most college graduates learned social skills on campus 

more than intellectual things. 
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College is over-rated and many colleges have a faculty to student ratio that 

is outstanding. There’s an immense loss of personal contact. Some colleges 

have unqualified teachers. 

Other responsibilities that colleges are shying away from are housing, 

policing and protecting the students. Officials often do not want to intervene 

in a student’s personal life. Freshmen are expected to take full responsibility 

of their life, including food, shelter and just general well-being. Often living in

the dorms may be hell. They are noisy, unclean, and overcrowded. 

Many students would rather pay high amounts of money to live off campus 

then deal with the craziness of the residence halls. Tax payers are frustrated 

by the taxes they pay for a small amount of high school graduates that go 

onto college. There’s an argument that it is necessary to go to college for the

general good of mankind that has been justified. 

Most students are not motivated to go to a university to sit in a classroom for

the next four years. Times have changed. Young people don’t listen to their 

elders. A fixed curriculum isn’t what most people need. Options for high 

school graduates are clearer that what they have been in the past. College is

for those who love to learn. Bird’s use of language and style was effective on

portraying her argument against going to college. Works CitedBird, Caroline. 

The Case Against College. 1975. N. p.: Pearson, 2009. 

15-18. Print. 
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