
Universality of 
deviance behaviour 
essay

https://assignbuster.com/universality-of-deviance-behaviour-essay/
https://assignbuster.com/universality-of-deviance-behaviour-essay/
https://assignbuster.com/universality-of-deviance-behaviour-essay/
https://assignbuster.com/


Universality of deviance behaviour essay – Paper Example Page 2

Deviant behavior is behavior which does not adhere to widely-accepted 

social or cultural norms. For example, murder is a form of extreme deviant 

behavior which violates the cultural norm which states that it is 

unacceptable to kill another human being. There are a number of 

approaches to the study of deviance, along with explanations for why 

deviant behavior occurs, and how it might be addressed. 

Numerous colleges and universities offer coursework in this subject, and 

there are professional publications dedicated to this topic, including the 

creatively named “ Deviant Behavior. ” The first step in understanding 

deviant behavior is the study of cultural and social norms. Norms vary widely

across cultures, and in some cases, behavior which is polite or expected in 

one culture may be considered rude or inappropriate in another. 

The study of norms includes the history of such norms, the evolutions of 

norms over time, and the study of changes which occur in norms as society 

itself shifts. For example, wearing gloves in public was once a social norm for

ladies in much of the Western world, but would now be considered slightly 

eccentric unless the weather was cold. Deviance can be viewed from 

psychological, biological, and sociological perspectives. From the perspective

of sociology, issues such as class can play a role in deviant behavior. 

Theft, a common instance of deviant behavior, could be said to be driven by 

sociological pressures such as poverty. Biologists may be interested in 

variations in the brain which lead to expressions of deviance, along with the 

biological motivations for normal behavior. Psychologists are interested in 

the thought processes behind normal and deviant behavior, ranging from 

https://assignbuster.com/universality-of-deviance-behaviour-essay/



Universality of deviance behaviour essay – Paper Example Page 3

depression, which may cause people to act out, to the study of early 

childhood development, which explains how people learn about behavioral 

boundaries. 

Deviance is relative to time and place because what is considered deviant in 

one social context may be non-deviant in another (e. g. , fighting during a 

hockey game vs. fighting in a nursing home). Killing another human is 

considered wrong except when governments permit it during warfare or for 

self-defence. The issue of social power cannot be divorced from a definition 

of deviance because some groups in society can criminalize the actions of 

another group by using their influence on legislators. 
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