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Jackie Robinson took the civil right movement agreeably. This essay is about Jackie Robinson and the civil rights movement. He was a huge influence on black baseball players. Jackie Robinson was the first African American to play Major League Baseball. He was drafted in 1947 by Branch Rickey, the GM of the former Brooklyn Dodgers. This essay is about Jackie Robinson and how the civil rights movement affected him during the 1940s. When the time approached for Branch Rickey, the general manager of the Dodgers, to sign Robinson, he had several difficult decisions to make. First, should he sign a black player? And if he did, what were the consequences? Second, did Robinson have the talent to play in the big leagues? But it was the last decision that was the most important, as it concerned Robinson's personal qualities. Was he tough enough in the best sense to confront the certain racial turmoil he would face? So, Rickey took his chance and signed him. In becoming the first black man to play in the major leagues, Robinson encountered racism in its vilest manifestations—racial taunts and slurs, insults on the playing field and off, character assassination, death threats, and anything else the wicked among us in mid-twentieth century America could throw at him. But despite the evil of such provocations he somehow found a way to rise above his tormentors, to literally turn the other cheek and demonstrate that however great his athletic skills, his qualities as a human being were infinitely greater. (Mitrovich) It was a tough time for Jackie. His dream was that no matter what the skin color was, all people good enough could play Major League Baseball. In college, Robinson was a four - sports star at UCLA, and some believe baseball was not his best sport—but in recognition of one's achievements as a human being. In becoming the first black man to play in the major leagues, Robinson encountered racism in its vilest manifestations—racial taunts and slurs, insults on the playing field and off, character assassination, death threats, and anything else the wicked among us in mid-twentieth century America could throw at him.(Mitrovich). By 1959, Jackie finished baseball. He was a great ball player as well as a gentleman. Also in 1959, Red Sox took soon-to-be hall of famer Willie Mays. They said Mays " couldn't hit a curveball". The great Mays would total 3, 283 hits and 660 home runs in his major league career. Not bad for a guy who " couldn't hit a curve ball." The first Congressional Gold Medal was given to George Washington. Now one belongs to Jackie Robinson. One of these men was the father of our country, the other an athlete who tore down signs that read, " Whites only." You can't explain our history as a nation without understanding something about George Washington; neither can you explain it now without understanding something about Jackie Robinson. In a land that strives to exemplify both freedom and equality, they are forever bound as equal—recipients of the Congressional Gold Medal. Jackie Robinson was a very important person in our country. If it wasn't for him we wouldn't have some of the best ball players in the world. Like Sammy Sosa, David Ortiz, Carlos Beltran, and powerful hitting 1st baseman Carlos Delgado. And I am sure more great black ballplayers are soon to come in the future. Jackie Robinson certainly changed the face of baseball. He was a great leader. I'm sure all of the black baseball players sure look up to him. And also, I'm pretty sure when they do something great in the game, they all look up to heaven and they all thank Jackie Robinson for giving them the opportunity for making their dreams come true. 
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