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Introduction 
Tourism world over cannot exist in isolation from transport and therefore it 

can be stated in other terms that there is a strong positive correlation 

between tourism and transport The improvement or modernization of 

transport or deterioration of the same has a direct impact tourism. The 

history of tourism and that of transport provides a clear understanding of this

shared relationship. Transportation can be discussed without taking tourism 

into consideration but clearly tourism cannot thrive without travel. 

Transportation is an essential part of tourism industry and is principally due 

to the improvements of transportation that tourism has expanded. 

(Rethinking the role of transportation in tourism, 2005). 

Historical background 

Before the key technical transformations brought about by the industrial 

revolution towards the end of the 18th century, no forms of motorized 

transportation existed by then. Transport technology was mainly limited to 

harnessing of beasts of burden for land transport and to wind for maritime 

transport. The transported output volumes were very limited and similarly 

the speed at which people and freight were moving. The average over the 

land speed by horse was between 8 to 15 kilometers per hour and maritime 

speeds were scarcely above these figures. Under those conditions, it was 

stilln early to start talking of tourism, but rather of a beginning of state of 

mobility of people. The beginning of the act of going places purely to 

experience the surrounding can be explained by the gradual transport 

improvement of transport technology. It was during the industrial revolution 
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those massive modifications of transport systems and consequently that of 

exploration of new lands that finally gave rise to the spirit of tourism. 

Role of transport in tourism 

Transportation links diverse destinations and ferries people commodities and

services between these places. Tourism is much about travel and therefore 

the role of transportation in its operation is vital. The advent of air travel has 

shrunk the world and the motor vehicle have made traveling anywhere a 

possibility this reality together with changing work patterns and innovative 

marketing have propelled international mass tourism throughout the years. 

Culpan(1987, p546) identified transportation mode and management as: “ 

important ingredient of international tourism system,” acknowledging that 

connection by air, sea and land is essential for the operations as well as the 

availability of support services like fuel stations , auto repair, motels and rest

facilities for land travel. Advances in transportation have widely eased travel.

Without fear of contradiction it can be sufficiently stated that widespread 

growth of nature tours can be attributed to the ease and availability of 

modern transport. Croall (1995, p1) criticizes what he calls the image of 

tourism. Transportation in tourism is just seen as a part of tourism system for

bringing tourists to their destinations and leaving those destinations once 

the duration is over. Page and Lumsdon (2004) agrees that transportation 

system of a tourist destination has an impact on the tourism experience 

which explains how people travel, their choice on forms of holiday, 

destination and transport mode. The improvement of modes of 

transportation coupled with low fares has seen accessibility of areas once 

seen as off-the-beaten-path rise. Access to a specific tourism site differ 

https://assignbuster.com/tourism-transport-travel/



Tourism transport travel – Paper Example Page 4

according to the nature of the site , state of infrastructure, and the efficiency

of public transport system. 

Transport policies. 

Transport policies and government decisions can make a ruling on the 

destinations available to tourists. Failure of public sector to cope with 

demand concerning transport infrastructures may mean lack of tourism 

development in such areas. Tourism can use different transport modes. Car 

travel is the most widely used and the most dominant in the world tourism 

notably due to its flexibility, price and independence with the availability of 

cars at even cheaper prices means an increase in availability of this mode of 

transport and hence the growth of tourist volume. Rail travel is another 

transport mode used by tourists. With the introduction of high speed electric 

trains as compared to the old locomotive steam engines transport is made 

faster more reliable and comfortable and this contributes positively to the 

tourism sector. Air transport is the most effective in terms of speed but due 

to the high cost only a small proportion of people worldwide use it. Long 

journeys can be made in a minimal time and with this a tourist can afford to 

visit different places in a limited time if the cost factor is ignored. 

Conclusion 

Traveling has and will always be an important aspect of any given society. 

The explorers travel to experience new fronts in term of geographical 

regions, to look for new markets and also to exploit resources. Tourism as 

monetary activity is characterized by high levels of flexibility. Since transport

costs are significant factors affecting international transportation, demand is 

https://assignbuster.com/tourism-transport-travel/



Tourism transport travel – Paper Example Page 5

strongly affected by the fluctuations of costs. Therefore we can say that 

transport is the chief element in the tourism industry. The improved 

transport facilities have stimulated tourism and in turn the expansion of 

tourism industry has stimulated transport. Accessibility is the principal 

function behind the fundamentals of tourism industry. Air transport plays a 

dominant role in the inter-regional transport movement of tourists that 

entails movement over long distances. Growth rates of global air traffic are 

attached with those of international tourism. Tourism being dependent on 

travel services means that travel flows should be designed in a way to 

accommodate tourism. Infact this should be given priority considering that 

tourism is increasingly becoming a leading income generating activity for the

government in many countries today. Whole communities within African and 

European regions are depending directly or indirectly on tourism activities 

like the drivers, hoteliers, sculptors among others, thus their lives are linked 

to tourism development. The government of any given country for instance 

should begin by decongesting the tourism traffic flow pathways like paving 

roads, traffic decongestion on roads, quick issuance of travel documents and

quick clearance at the airport. Furthermore competitions among developing 

countries for tourism will be an integral of the improvement in transport 

sector. A country with a good transport infrastructure will compete favorably 

with others and vice versa. 
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