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Student effort in undergraduate research is incredibly important because 

studies show that the amount of hours spent working on research was 

directly proportional to the amount of perceived benefits of the research. 

Effort is so significant because it is so directly linked with the student 

perceived benefits. If the student is not putting forth much effort in the 

research project then it is safe to assume that the student does not see that 

there is any benefit in the research and therefore will most likely not benefit 

from the project. Undergraduate research project allow for the students to 

participate in active learning by experiencing hands on the true nature of 

science and the scientific process. 

Undergraduate research opens the students understanding of their chosen 

field. The activity allows the students to engage in creatively thinking 

through the results of said research as well as concisely communicating the 

information. Engaging in this type of activity deepens and broadens the 

student’s experience in their chosen field of study. They will also develop the

necessary problem solving skills that their employers will be seeking in their 

applicants. 

I was a little surprise that the amount of work done on a specified project 

was so closely related to the perceived benefits it would have for the 

student. There are many students that just want to get good grades 

regardless of potential benefits of the work itself. Many students just want to 

look good on paper for their potential interviewees. I was also surprised to 

find that the employers put such high regard on research projects and that 

they believe so strongly that it would undoubtedly instil the problem-solving 

skills they would be looking for. 
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When reading this it dawned on me that if I ever really want to understand or

learn something that I could engage a research project of the desired 

subject. It is apparently one of the best ways to gain the desired 

understanding in a relatively short period of time that one would desire of 

the subject. I will probably use this added knowledge to better understand 

new technologies and grow my understanding of current technologies. For 

example at work I am currently training on support for software that is 

used by companies that we support. For me to get the most understanding in

the quickest time I think I will do extensive research on the software, follow 

the scientific process and write and research paper communicating my 

findings. 

I will most definitely use this information in my educational career as well as 

my vocation. It is very valuable to know that this process has such a positive 

impact on the individual and the results that come of it make it hard to 

justify not doing the work to gain the experience. This is something that will 

make you better not just at understanding the desired knowledge but also at

how to communicate the knowledge. It will instill principles of professional 

communication that will carry over into any work environment and make you

a better team player. The key to success in any professional environment is 

to be an active member of the team; to be an active team member requires 

efficient communication. The better the communication is within an 

organization the more successful that organization will be. Undergrad 

research project apparently have priceless impact on our lives and 

professional careers. 
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