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Task Thus Spoke Zarathustra In the book ‘ Thus spoke Zarathustra’ 

Nietzsche uses the teachings of Zarathustra to reflect on the changes that 

occurred in the contemporary political society. He uses these teachings to 

enhance the theme of greed, corruption and self-interests that is 

predominant in the politics of the contemporary society. According to 

Zarathustra’s teachings, the contemporary society is one that is in chaos, 

and the political systems best serve as an example of this chaos. Zarathustra

blames all this chaos on the death of God. Because of this “ death of God”, 

Zarathustra views the nationalistic state as ‘ the new idol.’ He teaches that 

the nationalistic state is the “ new idol” and “ the coldest of all monsters” 

because it was informed by the death of God (Nietzsche 30). This is because 

with the death of God, the question amongst man became, “ Who is to 

command?” The answer to this becomes, “ The herd commands” (Nietzsche 

30). This rule of the people by the people is seen as the birth of democracy 

in the contemporary society. This can be marked by the period in history 

where there was a decline in the concept of ruling elite. This was formally 

characterized by monarchs and other forms of concentrated powers to rule 

the masses through a religious code. In the book therefore, the nationalistic 

state becomes “ the new idol” and the “ coldest of cold monsters” 

Zarathustra, to this effect states that, “ A state is the coldest of all cold 

monsters. Coldly lieth it also; and this lieth creeps from its mouth. ‘ I state 

that I am the people.’ It is a lie! Creators were they who created people and 

hung a faith and love over them: thus they se4rved life!” (Nietzsche 30). 

Perhaps this quote can be best used as evidence of contemporary politics, 

which professes that leaders serve the welfare of the people, while in the 

real sense they are just but pursuing their self-interests under the veil of 
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democracy. To this effect Zarathustra proclaims, “ Just see the superfluous 

ones. Wealth they acquire and become poorer thereby. Power they seek, and

above all the level of power, much money” (Nietzsche 31). This best 

captures the rot that is present in modern democracies, and the self-serving 

interests pursued by the contemporary politicians in the name of the people. 

Ultimately, this fails because by false democratization, it drains the potential 

resources from which the creation of new values would come from. 

Zarathustra also talks about the decay in the political arena. He advances 

this opinion through the statement that upon the death of God, man was left 

to his own perils to rule over himself and fellow men. He asserts that when 

man was left to rule himself, his greed and selfishness eroded the moral fiber

that once bound the society. Zarathustra places the blame of moral 

decadence and the contemporary political rot on the erosion of Christianity 

and Christian values. He broadly asserts that God is dead, “ Could it be 

possible! This old saint in the forest hath not yet heard of it, that God is 

dead!” (Nietzsche 3). On this note, he is of the opinion that the power of 

Christianity and Christian values had been killed by the contemporary age, 

and these virtues of statehood and leadership had been killed as well. He 

goes on announce his discovery to the people of the first town he comes 

across from his descent from the mountain. He reasons that since God was 

dead, the moral code was dead as well since there was no more fear of God. 

“ Once blasphemy against God was the greatest blasphemy, and God is 

dead; and with him the blasphemers” (Nietzsche 4). This implied that once 

God died, man resulted to his own devices and corrupted all so as to gain 

power and pursue self-interests. He thus proclaims, “ Just see the 

superfluous ones. Wealth they acquire and become poorer thereby. Power 
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they seek, and above all the level of power, much money” (Nietzsche 31). 

This is clear evidence of the greed, corruption, theft, and scheming that 

characterizes the contemporary politics. He also goes ahead to illustrate the 

rot that has become of contemporary politics. To this end he states that, “ 

See them clamber, these nimble apes! They clamber over one another, and 

thus snaffle into the mud and the abyss. Towards the throne they all strive: it

is their madness as if happiness sat on the throne” (Nietzsche 31). The 

theme of corruption, greed and self-interest is also depicted in the book 

through his conversation with the kings. This happens when he meets with 

two kings, who were bringing a gift for the ultimate ruler of all rulers 

(Nietzsche 172). This is figuratively used to show that kings had lost their 

recognition and relevance to society. This succinctly illustrates the trends in 

contemporary politics where people are fed up with the monarchs and the 

aristocrats. In this day, only a few monarchies have survived and kings no 

longer have the power and influence they used to have in the past. The kings

were therefore trying to bribe the ultimate ruler with a donkey so that they 

could remain relevant in the society. The gift of a donkey is used figuratively 

to refer to a bribe or an offer to the ruler so that they could maintain some 

power and influence. In the contemporary society this is evidence of the 

under the table deals and the corruption that is prevalent in the 

contemporary society. It illustrates the point that, for a person to remain in 

power or maintain some form of influence in the contemporary society, they 

had to seek favors from the ruling elite. This clearly depicts the state of 

politics in the contemporary society. Work Cited Nietzsche, Friedrich. Thus 

Spake Zarathustra. New York: Cosimo books, 2009. Pp. 3-172. 
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