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The problem of the relationship between society and knowledge has been 

raised by Marxism, and it has offered a solution to it also. 

“ According to Marx and Engels, all knowledge has been distorted, directed 

and conditioned by the interests conscious and unconscious, of conflicting 

exploited and exploiting classes”. In the light of contemporary sociological 

information, this view is found to be untenable as a total sociology of 

knowledge. Durkheim tried to approach this problem in his own way. In “ The

Elementary Forms of the Religious Life” 1912 and “ Sociology and 

Philosophy” 1952 (essays translated) he argued that our perception and 

experience are derived from and constitute a part of social structure. This 

view may be alright for simpler societies and not for complex societies. 

Even Comte’s three stages of social evolution had been regarded as stages 

of forms of thought of which the last stage, that is, the positivist stage is 

alone objective. The foundations of the sociology of knowledge will have to 

be found in Karl Manheim’s “ Ideology and Utopia” 1936 and “ Essays on the 

Sociology of Knowledge”, 1952. Manheim tried to face “ The problem of 

sociology of knowledge with great philosophical learning and methodological 

ingenuity”. 

A number of sociologists are attracted by the subject of sociology of 

knowledge but the problems it raises are unsolved. 
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