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Case Studies in Identity Construction The book has been written to answer 

questions about the origin of the American population. It is a good source of 

information detailing the pre - colonial period of the North America continent.

The audience of the book is none other than historians who study the human

behavior, and the conditions which are believed to be the factors that have 

led to the different settlements existing presently. 

The title, “ Case Studies in Identity Construction”, brings out clearly the main

agenda being discussed by the author, especially in showing the several 

reasons for the current situation of diversity of cultures in the United States. 

Chronological follow up of events and how they transpired leading to the 

current population in the North American continent is remarkable. Here, the 

author shows how the primordial American cultures came about and the 

integration of several other races to the continent (DeConde, 41). 

The passage is answering the question, “ How did America have such 

diversified cultures?” The passage clearly answers this question by detailing 

the processes and events that led to the multiple cultures finding their way 

into the United States. Identity of the majority of people in the continent is 

not clear, and in history, it is important to know the roots of a particular 

culture (Cornell and Hartmann, 197). The passage tells the history of how 

Whites, African Americans, and Chinese got to America, and why they were 

part of the origin of America. This aids in identifying the reasons for the 

eroded culture of the current population compared to the original culture in 

places they are believed to have come from prior to reaching America. 

Examples have been effectively used in the excerpt to show the real 

occurrences that took place in the pre-colonial period. The trade between the

European and the Native Americans for instance is one of them. The author 
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gives us an example of the commodities exchanged in the process. With 

respect to this example, it is possible to see the culture, economic activities 

and the skills of the Native Americans. The level of development is also 

displayed by the commodities the Europeans exchange to the Native 

Americans during the trading (Cornell and Hartmann, 197). 

Reading this excerpt has revealed the history of the nation with clear points 

to support the text. However, the excerpt does not seem to condemn the 

slavery and exploitation of the natives in the North American continent. The 

history, exquisitely articulated with reference to others source is a very good

thing. The author gives a detailed description of what transpired. The wants 

of both parties that led to European invasion in America is fascinating. 

Erosion of culture is the problem the author tries to bring out. The people, 

who were invaded or brought to America, had to stop following their 

communal or tribal ways so as to become one and be represented equally 

(DeConde, 37). This led to majority of people adopting the European cultures

to an extent that they forgot their original ethos. The problem with erosion of

culture is that the history is erased and future generations may not have a 

chance to understand their roots. 

A need for labor and resources like land is the major reason for the 

diversified population in America. The events that led to the rights of African 

Americans and the land disputes that have faced the Natives in America was 

caused by the Europeans’ ambitions to have a better place to settle. It is 

undoubtedly true that majority of people are in America as a result of the 

trade discussed in the excerpt. These people could know their identity by 

tracing their history prior to pre-colonial times. 
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