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1. Explain the title. In what way is it suitable to the story? 

Footnote to youth is the title of the story. It is said that it is a footnote to 

youth because it is abrief reminder for the Filipinos especially the youth of 

what a real life could be today. It also indicatesthe sources or the causes why

youth act this way. It furthermore adds comment, whether it is apositive or 

negative, on today’s generation. Yes it is suitable to the story because it 

gives a warningfor those apathetic youth that ones committed mistake 

because of their stubbornness. 

2. What is the predominant element in the story – plot, theme, character, 

and setting? Explain. 

The predominant element on this story is the character and the setting. The 

setting has a greatimpact because the story definitely empathizes the 

situations of a Filipino person and it is appealingfor us because we are at the 

poverty line. The setting is most likely the same setting as today. Alsothe 

characters, because characters had their own definite description, their 

conversation is differentfrom one another, and they act as unique as their 

personality it enhances the story even more. Theact of the characters seems

to bring up the whole story. 

3. Who is the single main character about whom the story centers? Explain. 

The story centers at the character of Dodong. Dodong is the one who 

represents the typicalyouth that experiencing a lot of uncertainties in life 

that make him realize that he sacrifice his youthjust for the sake of proving 

himself that he can manage his own life because he is matured enough 
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toface this life’s challenges. 4. What sort of conflict confronts the leading 

character or characters? Explain. Internal conflict confronts the leading 

character. Internal character in a way that he wasstruggling if he can 

managed himself to have a family because he knows that he is in the legal 

agethat he can be independent and can definitely choose the right from 

wrong. But because of hisfoolishness, he had difficult time meeting the 

expectations that he must achieve. 

5. How is the conflict resolved? 

Actually, it was not resolved at all. Why? Because he just realized that he 

was wrong for beingstubborn and foolish that he was not listening to his 

parents about dealing with marriage, family andlife after marriage. And now 

that he has his own family, he just accepts the fact that it alreadyhappens. 

Also because of his unconditional love to Teang, he did not lose the battle 

and give up. Thestory just finished with realization and somehow patching up

things for the sake of his family. 

6. How does the author handle the characterization? Justify. 

It is the mixture of all the methods which are through description, 

conversation of eachcharacter, and their actions. Footnote to youth talks 

about the youth as of today. It make possible toillustrate what a typical 

youth will be in the story so as a result, the author really brings out 

eachindividual through describing them one by one. And in this story it 

comes to pass. It also embarksupon on how the characters will converse to 

one another and how they act in accordance on howthey stick to their main 
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beliefs. As you can see every deed and tête-à-tête made by each of 

thecharacter are equally diverse. 

7. Who tells the story? What point of view is used? Explain. 

The writer is the one responsible in letting know the story of Footnote to 

Youth. The omniscientviewpoint is used since a third person speaker who 

recognizes the whole thing about all thecharacters is all-knowing. The person

who reads distinguishes about the impression and feelings ofall the 

characters in the piece. He knows every detailed event that happens on 

Dodong’s life. 

8. Where does the primary action take place? Explain. 

The primary action takes place on their farm land especially on the field 

where the crops areplanted wherein the ground is broken up into many fresh

wounds and fragrant with a sweetish earlysmell. It has many slender soft 

worms emerged from the furrows and then burrowed again deeper inthe soil.

9. What is the time setting for the action? Period of history? Season? Time of 

the day? 

The time setting is almost the whole day from the morning until evening. The

period of historyon this story is on the 20th-21st century. It is the time of 

planting season almost June to August. Thereis no specific time of the day 

because it happens almost the whole day. 

10. How much time does the story cover? 

https://assignbuster.com/analysis-footnote-to-youth/



Analysis footnote to youth – Paper Example Page 5

The story covers from the day that Dodong proposed to Teang until they 

receive 7 children. 

11. How does the story get started? What is the initial incident? 

The story started when Dodong started homeward or going home as fast as 

he can, thinkingon how he would break the news to his father about wanting 

to marry Teang because Dodong knowsthat he is seventeen and he is legal 

and mature enough to have a family and to face life. The initialincident is 

that when Dodong already breaks the news to his father. 

12. Briefly describe the rising action of the story? 

The rising action of the story of Footnote to Youth is that when Dodong was 

afraid to go to hishome because he wanted to get out of it without clear 

reason at all. He felt afraid that it seems tocaged him and also of Teang 

because Teang was giving birth in the house. It was the first child ofTeang 

and Dodong for that matter. He began to wonder madly if the process of 

childbirth was reallypainful. And after that Dodong was feeling a little bit 

embarrassment because he was ashamed to hismother of his youthful 

paternity. 

13. What is the high point or the climax of the story? 

The highest point in the story is when Dodong saw her wife in the “ papag” 

with his firstbornchild. He heard his baby’s cry that pierced him queerly. He 

could not control the swelling happiness inhim. Then Dodong wanted to 

touch the baby and give her a sense of father’s touch. 
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14. Discuss the falling action of the story or the close of the story. 

The falling action of the story is that he had 7 children all in all. And since the

coming of thechildren could not be helped, Dodong got angry at himself 

sometimes. And these things came to himas a realization. He wanted to ask 

questions and somebody to answer him. And he realize that why Life did not 

fulfill Youth’s entire dream. The close of the story is that Dodong returned to 

the househumiliated by him. He has wanted to know a little wisdom but was 

denied it. 

15. Does this story create any special mood? Explain. 

Yes, it does create a special aura and the tone for that is the sense of mercy 

and pity toDodong because he was suffering of life’s real experiences. And 

he had no way to stop this andbecause of this, he was embarrassed and 

humiliated on what he had done because of his eager toface life without any 

guarantee of orienting himself about it. You can also see the 

disappointmentbecause the youth of today is like Dodong who is apathetic 

about the real score in life and becausethey say that they are mature, close-

mindedness are being seen for this. 

16. Is this story realistic or true to life? Explain your answers by giving 

examples. 

Yes, this story is true to life and all the youth is experiencing this kind of 

trouble. For example at the provinces, because of lack of education and 

orientation of the parents and siblings aboutresponsible adulthood and 

parenthood, their siblings are engaging to a lot of relationship and turns out 
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to be marrying at the young age because of there stubbornness and 

foolishness. Because inprovinces, it is not wrong to marry at the young age 

but there is certain limitation. If the man is matureenough to face life 

challenges to avoid consequences. He will get to marry his partner provided 

thathe has his parent’s consent. Like Dodong. 

17. Are the events or incidents of the plot presented in flashback or in 

chronological order? Justify. 

The events are presented in chronological order from the time that Dodong 

proposed to Teang, to breaking the news to his father, until marrying Teang 

and having their first born, and lastly having 7children and realizing the fact 

that it is hard to have a family with a very young age and because ofthese 

things, his youth was sacrificed and put at stake. 

18. Was the selection written as a short story or is it a condensation or 

excerpt? 

Is it taken from a collection of stories? The selection is clearly written as a 

short story. It is not taken from a collection of stories. 

19. What is the general theme of the story? What is the underlying theme? 

Name any other stories with a similar theme? 

The general theme for this story is youth must triumph now. Love must 

triumph now. As longago did youth and love triumph for Dodong and then 

life. That life is not as easy as it should be. Lifeis said to be simple but it is 

hard to manage and hard to deal with. “ Bagong Paraiso” is mostly 

similarwith the theme. 
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20. Identify yourself with any of the characters? Explain. 

I would like to identify myself with the father of Dodong. Because as an 

educated person, Iknow how life would bring me if I marry at the young age. 

Life is really difficult and it is not an easytask to deal with. Like me, parents 

know more about this stuff because they already experienced it. And I do 

empathize and sympathize with his father. He wants only the best for his 

son. And I, I wantfirst to see the best in me so that I could face the reality 

and do not suffer that life will bring to me. 

21. Does the story contain any following elements? Explain. 

It has some incongruity because at the end of the story, there is a situation 

wherein Teang wasput into spot about her realization although it revolves 

about Dodong, the author place Teang’srealization about her life with 

Dodong. I saw also an element of satire in which work that blends acritical 

attitude with humor and wit for improving institutions and humanity. In its 

positive direction, itattempts to inspire an improvement in society rather 

than just tear down with criticism. 

22. Was there a villain in the story? A hero? A dynamic character? Describe. 

There is a dynamic character in this story in the person of the father of 

Dodong. He is the onethat made Dodong to think twice in his decisions 

because his father knows what will happen if he willpursue on marrying 

Teang. He is at first not supportive to his son’s news but because he wants 

him tolearn about the life’s pros and cons, he let his son to experienced it. 
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23. Can you find any examples of figurative language? Cite them from the 

selection. 

Personification is one of the figurative speeches that are used for this story. 

And its example:“ A short colorless worm marched blindly to Dodong’s 

foot…” Also it uses hyperbole like for example:“ youth must be dreamfully 

sweet. Dreamfully sweet” 

24. Does the story contain a single effect or impression for the reader? If so, 

what? 

Yes. It simply tells the story of an older person who made a mistake in the 

past who ended up with a not so pleasurable life. Then he had a son who is 

like him when he was young. His son is hasty 
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