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9. 04 TheGreat DepressionA. Heading: * Address (imaginary) * City, State 

(imaginary) * Date (Month, Day, Year in the 1930s) B. Greeting: Dear 

________: C. Body Your letter should focus on the following aspects of your 

life: * Paragraph 1: In the introduction to your letter, identify two causes of 

the GreatDepression. Utilize the web sites in the Resource section. Explain 

how the Great Depression has affected you and yourfamily. Use specific 

details from the web sites (For example, how did Black Tuesday affect your 

family or relatives? What is your standard of living? * Paragraph 2: a. 

Describe your family. Who are your brothers, sisters, relatives? What do your

parents and relatives do for a living? b. Choose one of your relatives that has

a job set up by FDR's New Deal. (For example, an uncle might be employed 

by the WPA). Choose a specific program within the New Deal—do not simply 

reference the New Deal in general. Describe the job with details. What is the 

purpose of the organization? * Paragraph 3: c. Describe your school, classes, 

and teachers. Who are your friends? . Describe the town where you live. Who

are your neighbors? Describe important celebrations, events, and people. 

Where do you like to hang out or play? * Paragraph 4: e. What is happening 

in the nation politically and economically? Look carefully at the date of your 

letter. Include specific details from the resources. f. What is happening in the

nation'sculture? Tell aboutmusic, radio programs, movies, sports. (Minimum 

of two specific details from the timeline according to the date of your letter. )

* Paragraph 5: a. 

What are yourdreamsfor the future? b. What do you think the world will be 

like? c. How do you think the events of the Great Depression will affect you? |

76 Fort Street Johnston, West Virginia January 15, 1936 Dear Home Owner, 
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My name is Frank Rollins and one day you will find this letter in my old house

as part of a time capsule to be opened in the year 2007. It will hopefully help

you and others understand what life is like for the people living through the 

tough economic times of today and hopefully will help you appreciate the 

many things that you may have. 

It will help you understand that standards of living can change very rapidly in

times of economic turmoil and that what was once taken for granted can just

as easily slip through your hands as if it wasn’t there. It will also hopefully 

help you understand just how quickly things change. Most importantly, I 

hope this letter helps you appreciate that the people in your lives are so 

much more important than the things. I am writing this letter as one final 

activity in this wonderful home where we have lived for 12 years. I am 33 

years old, married to a beautiful woman, and we share 5 children between 

the ages of 5 and 11. 

We bought this house as our first home and thought that we would live here 

to raise all of our children. It is a wonderful neighborhood and the people 

here are friendly and kind. We have made friends that we will have for life 

and our children have too. Today is a very sad day for my entire family and 

for the friends that we have made. Unfortunately, we have to move because 

we can no longer afford to pay for the house that we treasure so much. 

Times are tough in this country and although we thought we would make it, 

things have changed. I was once the manager of the town’s bank and I made

a very good living. 

https://assignbuster.com/the-great-depression-research-paper-samples/



 The great depression – Paper Example  Page 4

We have been able to live in this affluent white collar neighborhood, be part 

of the country club and send our kids to private school where they were 

around other kids with the same standard of living. I worked hard to earn the

wage that I did and I moved up the ladder in a meticulous manner so that I 

could maintain stability and growth. I wanted to provide my wife and children

with the best that life has to offer and I was successful until October 29th, 

1929, Black Tuesday. That was a day that changed my future and my 

destiny. It was the day that the stock market crashed and that people lost 

much of what they had. 

It was the day that caused panic for everyone, but bank managers in 

particular were in a predicament that was not too pleasant. Moneyjust 

seemed to disappear and everyone blamed us. What they didn’t understand 

is that a bank is a business and somehow we had to pay our bills too. We had

lent money and lent money and lent money and now, as people couldn’t pay 

it back, we were really in a pickle. It was a tough day followed by a rougher 

few years. I saw people’s houses be taken from them and people were just 

crushed. I was not able to help because the bank didn’t have any more 

money to lend. 

Roosevelt had placed a temporary close on banks to figure out who could 

legitimately stay open and who had to close for good. My bank stayed open 

for a while, but the time came 3 months ago when the doors had to close. 

You see, what happened is that people got really comfortable spending their 

money and other people’s money. Borrowing started, lots of borrowing, and 

people no longer lived with debt. It became a way of life. Then, people 

wanted more and more stuff. This was all in the 1920’s by the way when all 
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of these new things were being manufactured and people were in awe of the 

newtechnology. 

As people bought it, more stuff was made until there was too much stuff on 

the store shelves. People had started to smarten up a little bit and they 

stopped buying. Production continued and the businesses were paying the 

price for that over production. When businesses have to pay, they cut costs 

somewhere else. In this case, it was in laborers. So people got laid off and 

were now out of work. The whole thing spiraled out of control and devastated

the entire country. At the time, Hoover was our President and although he 

gets blamed for a lot of this stuff, it wasn’t really him who was to blame. 

He could have been more alert to what was happening I guess, but it was 

hard for anyone to see. He lost the election last year when Roosevelt was 

brought in with the promise of the New Deal. The New Deal is the promise 

for everything to be put back together financially in the country. It is the 

promise for jobs and for businesses to get back on their feet and for the 

country to become prosperous again. Will it work? It is hard to say becuae 

we are in the beginning phases of it. Roosevelt is definitely doing what he 

can to help the American people though. 

He has puts programs in place that are funded by the federal government 

that will insure that another Black Tuesday doesn’t happen. He has the FDIC 

which insures people’s banks deposits, the Works Progress Administration to 

offer jobs building new highways, the Social Security Administration to help 

people who are elderly or retired and about 12 other programs beyond that. 

They are all there to offereducation, work and insurance that people’s money
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is safe. I think it will be several years before we know what will come of all of

this but we will keep our fingers crossed that things get better. 

I will actually benefit from Roosevelt’s new deal as I begin my job as a 

highway builder next week. It will not provide the private school education 

that my kids are used to, or the continuation at the country club, but it would

be unfair if it did. It is not the government’s job to provide me with anything 

but I am really happy that it will help me providefoodto my family. Right now,

every little bit helps. I look at this opportunity as a way to appreciate what I 

had and to look forward to gaining it back one day. I will do that as things get

better and people get more in touch with the realities of what they have. 

It will be a while before banks are trusted and there are some people who 

still hold me personally accountable for their losses. That is the worst feeling 

in the world because I pride myself on honesty and integrity. The highway 

building will be a good respite and a way for me to get in better touch with 

what I will do in the future. My children will begin in the public school on 

Monday too. It will be the beginning of our new life with all kinds of changing 

happening next week. They will go to a one room school instead of a school 

where each grade is separated. 

Theirteacherseems so nice though and I think they will benefit from their 

time learning together instead of apart. They will go from 8am til 12 pm and 

return home for lunch and to do their homework, chores and play. What my 

wife and I have stressed to them is how lucky we are to have each other, 

goodhealth, and grandparents who have a home big enough for all of us to 

stay in. There are many less fortunate than us who don’t have a place to go 
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and they don’t have food to put on their table. That is the ultimate tragedy 

really, isn’t it? 

We will still have a radio to listen to and we will continue to dance the way 

that we used to at night after listen to Roosevelt’s fireside chat. We dance in 

hope that the promises he is making will come true and we dance to 

celebrate life. Some nights we listen to the baseball games and root for Babe

Ruth. He is the ultimate baseball of all time. We also read together so that 

our minds can keep growing and as a way to entertain ourselves. Sometimes

we act out the stories in our family just for fun. One of my daughters has a 

flare for the dramatic and she loves to be an actress. 

She loved going to the movies when we could afford it, and I can’t wait to be 

able to take her again when times are a little better. The other kids like to 

play baseball in the yard with the kids in neighborhood, climbing trees 

andswimmingat the country club. I suppose we will have to go to the river to 

swim for the time being and the new experience will be a great one for all of 

us. What I want you to know as you read this letter is that times are tough 

and in history, people should be aware of how tough times are for some 

people and how they got that way. 

I hope that you cherish the people in your life more than the things that you 

can have and that you make sensible choices when spending money that 

you have worked hard for. I believethat people should try to live without debt

for the trivial things in life. Clothing, cars and things of that nature should be 

paid for without using someone else’s money. I understand that houses are 

very expensive and that in normal circumstances people must borrow money
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for them and that one expense is the only one that should leave you owing 

someone else money. 

There will temptations in life and pressures from others to spend money you 

don’t have, but I beg of you not to do it. I am giving up my home tomorrow 

and I am thankful the most for the wife and children. The things we have 

accumulated are only reminders of how I could have saved that money and 

been paying for my home right now. Be grateful for health and cherish the 

smiles that you see as people pass you by. Maybe one day, I will rebuy this 

old home of ours, and maybe it will be one of my grandkids who opens this 

time capsule letter. 

That would be the ultimate gift, but for now, I can only hope that the people 

who move in here enjoy it as much as we did and that they have good 

fortune and prosperity. And 70 years from now, in 2007, I hope that all of 

Roosevelt’s new programs have worked and that we, in the worst of financial

times, have made it right for future generations. Change is not a bad thing, it

lays the groundwork for new and better times. Best wishes to you and your 

family. I hope that you enjoy our home as much as we did. Sincerely, Frank 

Rollins 
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