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The issue of Elder Abuse has become a frequent topic for many journalists 

and organizations. One such story ‘ Lawsuits Rattle Nursing Home Chains’ by

Jennifer Smith found in the Oct 3, 2014 copy of the Wall Street Journal 

highlighted many pressing issues. With a perception built around the need to

bring larger nursing home organizations under better oversight, this article 

details the successful efforts of many patients to win substantial sums from 

perceived elder abuse on the part of the larger organizations. As the article 

develops, there is the question of lawyer’s profits exceeding the benefits to 

the client that offsets many of the possible benefits to be found in the 

possible settlements. With a breakdown of the nursing homes that run for 

profit in the U. S. the Smith (2014) continues on to illustrate that while the 

cost of insurance may rise as a result of elder abuse suits, this has caused no

demonstrable issue for the company, which in turn prompts no real reform 

on the part of the institutions. Further, these same institutions are beginning 

to argue that increases regulation is increasing cost and reducing care, 

thereby exacerbating the issue. 

On a personal level I found the issue to have several levels that need 

scrutiny. Yes, it is appropriate to expect a profit when running an elder care 

institute, but this article makes it seem that there is very little outside of the 

profit margin that provides incentive for these companies to make anything 

better. I found this element to be troubling. If the companies are not induced

to changed course due to the pressure of the mounting lawsuits, what will it 

take to ensure that the elderly are properly taken care of? 

A second component of this article that I find deeply concern is the prospect 

that the lawyers, those that the elderly truly need to find recourse, are 
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taking advantage of the situation and in many cases finding more profit than

the patient in need. Again, this strikes me as an indictment of the process 

and the need for a system that does not profit those that can afford to buy 

the help. What happens when a patient is left in doubt due to the fact that 

the legal team involved received more of a payout than the intended party? 

This strikes me as a field ripe for corruption, which in turn only provides an 

incentive to continue the issues in order to produce a continuous source of 

easy litigation. 

The final element of this article that serves to increase the need for oversight

is the developing practice of blaming the process for increasing costs of care.

By targeting the very lawsuits meant to bring a fair settlement to those in 

need there is a means of reducing the incentive to file these suits thereby 

returning all power to the company, which in turn is driven by profit and 

revenue generation. With only a bare oversight element, there is every 

expectation for elder abuse to not only occur but to evolve and become 

accepted in the industry. 

This article brought out a negative reaction towards those surrounding and in

charge of our elderly population, alongside a personal drive need to ensure 

that change is made on a public level. With a substantial portion of the 

population having loved ones entering elderly care institutions the means 

and method of care must be maintained and elevated. In the end, just as we 

are responsible for our elders, what we leave behind will take care of our 

generation; we will lie in the bed we make for ourselves. 
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