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[bookmark: implementing-integrated-clinical-pathway]Implementing Integrated Clinical Pathways 
Clinical pathways refer to anticipated recovery pathways or care pathways integrated and coordinated, in an effort to describe the expected clinical course of a patient's clinical problems (Li, Kecheng, Yang, & Yu, 2013). They identify the shortfalls associated with the adopted medical standards (Lenz & Reichert, 2005). The paper clinical pathways have challenges that can be eliminated by integration of information systems in the clinical pathways procedures. These shortfalls arise from inaccurate communication involved in paper-based clinical pathways (Mathe, 2009). This paper proposes integrated clinical pathways with an aim of embedding knowledge into existing hospital information systems and treatment policies. 
[bookmark: research-questions]Research Questions 
- What are the benefits of integrated clinical pathways? 
- What are the associated costs and challenges? 
- How can the integrated clinical pathways be implemented? 
[bookmark: research-objectives]Research Objectives 
The paper has an objective of integrating information systems in clinical pathways, which help in developing a structured approach in implementation of care protocols based on the set clinical guidelines. 
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