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During the reconstruction, factors such as social, cultural, political and 

economic emerged as the root problems that made Haiti experience hard 

times in handling this process on its own (Ulysses 38). Cultural illiteracy, 

witchcraft, Haitian Vodou, political instability like the 1991 military coup that 

ousted Jean- Bertrand Aristide and the effect of imperialism are some of the 

issues Ulysses highlights in his article (Ulysses, 40). Former American 

president Bill Clinton stated that the issue of money to reconstruct Haiti was 

not the fundamental problem, but the Haitians themselves. The earthquake 

unearthed Haiti’s history that is darkened by colonialism, racism, 

segregation, witchcraft, cultural illiteracy and political instability. It made 

Haiti look like, “ a backward and uncivilized black country hidden in the 

west” (Ulysses 41). 

In conclusion, Haiti’s problems and internal threats can be summarized into 

social, cultural, political, and economic factors, which have long been 

embedded in their history since their independence. The 2010 earthquake 

justified that these factors need to be adequately addressed in order to solve

Haiti’s problems. 
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