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The paper " Kate Chopin’s The Awakening" is an outstanding example of a 

book review on English. 

Kate Chopin’s “ The Awakening” has a remarkable use of language that 

helps present its themes. This forum presents a close reading of the last 

passage in chapter one, which says, 

“ Coming back to dinner?” his wife called after him. He halted a moment and

shrugged his shoulders. He felt in his breast-pocket; there was a ten-dollar 

bill there. He did not know; perhaps he would return for the early dinner and 

perhaps he would not. It all depended upon the company which he found 

over at Klein’s and the size of “ the game.” He did not say this, but she 

understood it, and laughed, nodding goodbye to him” (Chopin). 

The style of language in this paragraph is in a formal manner. The passage 

obeys the formal rules of grammar, in which every sentence makes perfect 

sense and the word choice is precise. The formal use of language confirms 

that the characters are of an upper class. “ Coming back to dinner?” is a 

phrase used by the wealthy upper-class society. In this case, the author uses

language to define the social position of the characters. 

At the same time, she provides details and specific emphasis on points that 

she deems significant. When she asks his husband whether he would be at 

home for dinner, he does not simply say ‘ no’ but offers a detailed 

presentation of why and where he would be busy. Chopin says, “ It all 

depended upon the company which he found over at Klein’s and the size of “

the game”. Through this detail and emphasis, we become aware that his 

husband would be busy at work, and that he has a company. 

The last sentence, “ He did not say this, but she understood it, and laughed, 
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nodding goodbye to him”, signifies her failure to express her feelings. The 

chauvinistic society at her time gave women limited opportunities for 

expression concerning their emotional want. It shows that the two both value

his work because of the social status and self-esteem it accompanies. The 

use of language in the passage indicates that work is the most important 

thing because it determines his availability for supper. 
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