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The Great Leap forward failed, therefore Mao was demoted and the 

moderates took control because Mao was still too popular to resign. One of 

the political consequences was that Mao wanted to reassert himself and 

regain power in China after he was demoted because of the failure of the 

Great Leap Forward. 

Mao had the gained the support of Lin Biao and the PLA therefore launched 

the Cultural Revolution. Mao wanted to get rid of anti communist ideas and 

opposition that would pose a threat to his leadership and foreign ideas that 

would influence the people of China. As a long-term consequence of getting 

rid of anti communist ideas, Mao closed down all schools and colleges for six 

months therefore propaganda could influence school children. The long-term 

consequence was that 120 million people under the age of 45 couldn’t read 

or write by 1981 because forms of education had shut and since they had 

nothing to do, many heard Mao encouraging them to join the Red Guards. A 

short-term consequence was that teachers were brutally tortured, beaten, 

humiliated, driven to suicide and imprisoned because they taught them how 

to think and Mao was afraid this might make students question Mao’s 

leadership. 

Mao made the Red Guards attack anything that was capitalist or Bourgeois 

to show their loyalty towards Mao. This was caused by Mao encouraging 

students to join the Red Guards, he shut down schools and used propaganda.

Therefore if anyone did not approve of Mao’s leadership, they were often 

scared into obedience. Also, the Red Guards were given benefits such as 

traveling free on the railways, police and the PLA supported them. Another 
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cause of the Red Guards attacking anti-communist things was because Mao 

encouraged and they used violence to achieve their aims. It also made the 

Red Guards red by action and makes them feel proud because there was 

such a strong sense of communism. 

The red guards tortured killed and tortured bureaucrats, professors, 

technicians and intellectuals therefore as a long-term consequence, China’s 

education went on halt and prevented China from moving forwards. There 

was no one to teach people anything therefore it lead to the economic 

problems. Mao wanted to rewrite Chinas history therefore he encouraged the

Red Guards to burn old temples, museums, and monuments and vandalize 

theatres and other luxuries. A lot of Chinas valuable treasures and history 

was destroyed, therefore it was a long-term consequence. 

The economic causes of the Cultural Revolution were that since everyone 

had joined the Red Guards, nobody was left to do any work. Since all the 

intellectuals and bureaucrats were killed or sent away to do rural work, there

was no one to teach people how to do important things. The industry output 

decreased significantly as a short-term consequence of everyone was out 

rioting, again preventing China from moving forwards. Also another short-

term factor was that farming was severely disrupted and there was a lack of 

production because no one was working anymore. 

One year into the Cultural Revolution, chaos had taken over many parts of 

China. As a result, it was hard to restore the law and order because of the 

mass chaos. As a short-term consequence, Red Guards killed 400, 000 
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people in the civil war and many more people were beaten, imprisoned and 

tortured. The Cultural Revolution officially ended in 1969 when Lin Biao 

announced it was over. 
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