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Timeless heroes The Anglo-Saxon culture created many heroes through lore and legend, but only a fraction of those heroes survived. The epic poem Beowulf shown the life of an extraordinary Anglo-Saxon man, but even though his qualities during that age made Beowulf a hero, some question whether his heroism is truly characteristic of a modern day hero. A hero in Beowulf’s age could be a hero in ours, if he/she had qualities like leadership, or courage. But, heroes could become quite the opposite if their intentions and motives come from corrupt or greedy thoughts. Beowulf is shown as a protector of his culture/ people. When the story Beowulf is told of read, he is always glamorized as a protector. “ The mighty protector of men meant to hold the monster till its life leaped out" (Line 82, Beowulf). Beowulf is shown as a strong Anglo-Saxon leader, able to overcome any obstacle with his strength and charisma. Modern day heroes/ superheroes also possess this quality of being a protective figure. So, Beowulf’s protective traits make him a hero in our current age. But, some of Beowulf’s traits make him heroes polar opposite. Anglo-Saxon’s base their heroes off of their reputation and sadly, their wealth. Even though it seems like Beowulf has good intentions, they are actually masking his greedy intentions. “ Seek if you dare! Save us, once more, and again twisted gold, heaped up ancient treasure, will reward you for the battle you will win" (175). The battle that will occur is with Grendel’s mom, who had been killing innocent people. Even though Beowulf fights for the people’s safety, his motives are influenced by treasure and fame. A hero in modern day society is not created by their wealth; they're created by their actions. Nelson Mandela spoke out against a racist and tyrannical government for the rights of the people, and that was his only intention, making him a hero in this age. Therefore Beowulf should not be classified as a hero in another age, based off of his personal intentions. Interpretation is a leading factor for whether Beowulf is a hero in another time period, or a villain. “ Fate swept us away, sent my whole brave high-born clan to their final doom. Now I must follow them" (431). This is a very divisive statement; it states that his men died from fate, the fate that Beowulf led them into. But, it is heartwarming and very noble to for him to want to join his ancestors. If a society interprets Beowulf’s final words as a self-centered king getting karma for his blind rule, then I have no doubt that Beowulf will not be a hero in that time period. If a society thought of Beowulf as a sorrowful king, that suffered losses throughout his journey to bring peace to a war torn land, then he will be qualified as a hero in that era. The problem with Lennox’s statement is that time doesn’t really factor into the preservation of a hero, the interpretation used by the people in that certain time frame dictate who is a hero. A hero is preserved by their selfless actions and their true intentions, but they can be renounced of their title by civilizations interpretation of their actions. Even though Beowulf does have some characteristics of a hero in his age, we could think of his selfless actions as war-mongering sins. There is no way to show that Beowulf, a hero of the Anglo-Saxons, is a hero in another age. 
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