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Part A

Qualitative research is employed in long term care facilities extensively. This
is because long term care facilities provide various services to people
suffering from chronic ailments and people in their old age who require
specialized care and attention. Because of the delicate nature of this job, it is
therefore important to have constant appraisal and feedback from both the
care-givers and the patients. Qualitative research, therefore, lends itself to
this area of service in many ways.

Qualitative research methods are means through which inquiry is done to
provide a deep understanding of perceptions and the “ how” and “ why”
aspects of people’s opinions. For example, qualitative research is used to
investigate nurses’ perceptions regarding quality care for the aged in long-
term care facilities (Sung, Chang & Tsai, 2005. This information is used to
provide insight into the issue of high nurse turnover rates in these facilities.
Qualitative methods can also be used to gather patients’ perceptions of
services offered. This is done on a daily basis to inform the improvement

decisions.
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Part B

According to Keen & Todres (2007), successful dissemination of qualitative
research findings requires the researcher to tailor the approach according to
the intended audience in terms of message, medium and content. The
researcher must also consider the message source. Additionally, the
dissemination method should enable active discussion on the findings. A
journal article would be the best way of disseminating the findings. This is
because it would provide other nurses and care-givers with information that
would guide them in their work. The journal article would be published in an
online journal like Lippincott Williams & Wilkins which provides information
about long term care. This is because this journal has a wide readership and

it is known by other professionals in this field of nursing.
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