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Devin Vasquez Mr. Moore APUSH 3 28 November 2011 Abraham Lincoln and the Struggle for Union and Emancipation President Lincoln knew that he would not have an easy job when he took the Presidency.  South Carolina had threatened to secede if Lincoln was elected into office and true to their word; South Carolina seceded four days after Lincoln was sworn into office. Then within the following six weeks, six more states also seceded from the Union. And with this, President Lincoln made it his goal to preserve the Union, through any means necessary.             Lincoln admitted in a speech to a Committee of Religious Denominations in Chicago that slavery was the root of rebellion (B). However, Lincoln also knew that he would not have full support if he declared that a goal of the war was to free the slaves. So in the beginning of the Civil War, the goal was simply to preserve the Union. This tactic worked in favor for the president because if not, he might have lost support from the Border States of Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland and Delaware.             President Lincoln was willing to do almost anything and everything in order to keep the Union together, so he sent troops to western Virginia, which did not want to secede like the rest of the state, and he sent troops to Missouri to secure those areas. As well, President Lincoln declared Martial law in Maryland. Some of these acts were of dubious legality, but it just showed how determined the President was at trying to preserve his country. He even tried to propose a plan that would appeal to the states that had already seceded by proposing to Congress to cooperate with any state that adopted the plan of gradual abolishment of slavery (A).             This idea did not materialize, and the President soon realized that he would in fact have to declare emancipation.   And by declaring emancipation, President Lincoln hoped to not only gain foreign help from Europe, but he realized that it would prove that America was fighting for a moral cause, not just for ambition and to expand their territory. President Lincoln also knew that declaring emancipation was a war strategy in that it would also weaken the rebels by drawing off their laborers (B). So on September 23, 1862, President Lincoln announced the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed the slaves in not-yet-conquered Southern territories, not slaves in the Border States or conquered territories, so as not to upset them and make them want to secede from the Union as well.             Of course some disagreed with the Proclamation, especially immigrants, like the Irish, who felt that their jobs were being threatened, by African Americans that migrated north. The immigrants believed that they would lose their jobs to African Americans because factories would hire them at lower wages. And in his self-published pamphlet, Thomas Buckner explains how blacks were being mistreated in not just the South, but the North as well and he also reported on the anti- Negro riots in Detroit (F). Many men in the Army who did not want to fight for the freedom of slaves became deserters. However President Lincoln deeply felt that the Emancipation Proclamation did not just free the slaves but it would help preserve the Union too. And in a speech to member of the Democrat Party, President Lincoln defended himself by saying describing how the democrats are going against what they find true. (E).             The Civil War, which was initially thought to only last no more than ninety days, turned out to be a bloody brawl between brothers and neighbors, splitting up families and pitting them against each other. In his Second Inaugural Address, President Abraham Lincoln addressed the fact that the war was not anticipated nor was it going to solve itself (G).  As well, in this address, Lincoln noted that one eighth of the Union Army was colored and how they played a powerful role in the war, because after the Emancipation was announced, African Americans could actually enlist in the Army and hold rank. The 54th Regiment was one noted for being an all black regiment put together by Fredrick Douglas.  This regiment allowed African American men to enlist and earn up to $13 a month as well as provide state aid to their families (D).   Prior to them being freed, blacks only held positions in the Army as cooks or stewards. Unfortunately, even though the North won the war and African Americans were free, they were still being denied many of their rights. Yes, Lincoln did succeed in preserving the Union, but equality of races was a slow process. Even after Reconstruction, the Jim Crowe era dominated in the South and kept African American down. Fortunately, Lincoln did more than just preserve the Union. In his Gettysburg Address, Lincoln stated that the Civil War was a test to see if our nation, built on the proposition that all men were created could long endure. And he proved it, and veterans and those killed fought to prove that a government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth (C), but live on in a strong unified nation, filled with men of every color, but yet still all equal in the eyes of the law. 
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