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May 2, Homework 9 Control is necessary for ensuring that government agencies and officials do not exercise arbitrary authorities. In the United States, separation of powers and federalism exist to ensure this. This identifies power centers whose interaction effects have consequences on governance and this paper discusses existence of the power centers and inefficient political system and effects of separation of power on democracy. 
Reasons for existence of separation of powers and federalism, and inefficient political system 
The main reason for existence of the doctrine of separation of powers in the United States’ governance, and in other territories is to ensure checks and balances on the authorities and roles of each government branch and government officials in those branches. Separation of power identifies three power centers that are necessary for offering checks and balance on each other. The branches are the Congress, the executive, and the Judiciary. The President heads the executive whose roles, besides primary roles, are to offer checks and balances on the judiciary and the Congress. The Congress is the law making body in the nation and the president has the duty to assent to made laws before they can become effective and to veto laws that may be repugnant to natural justice and this ensures that only rational laws that the Congress enact govern the people. The president also plays an important role in appointment of judges through nominating them and this ensures good conduct in the judiciary. The Judiciary is also necessary because of its checks on both the executive and the Congress. Like the executive, it can declare legislation unconstitutional and therefore render it invalid and this ensures that the Congress does not just make arbitrary laws. The Judiciary can also declare actions and decision of the executive unconstitutional to minimize arbitrary authority. The congress is also necessary because of its regulatory powers over the executive such as disapproving a bill that the president prefers, passing a law contrary to the president’s veto, impeaching the president, and refusing to approve the president’s recommendations that are subject to the Congress’ approval. In addition, the congress is necessary for its checks over the courts such as impeachment of judges for misconduct, refusing to approve appointment of a judge, and varying jurisdiction of a judge. Federalism is also necessary for checks and balances by the federal and state governments on each other (Wilson, Dilulio and Bose 31). 
The nation has an inefficient political system because of the mode of appointment to the political offices. Unlike the judiciary in which officials are appointed based, majorly on professional qualifications, political leaders are elected on majority votes and this makes them liable to demands and opinions of voters and political party ideologies as opposed to required professionalism in their roles. Consequently, a decision may be made, in the political system, to meet political goals and not to solve social problems. 
Effects of separation of power on democracy 
The separation of powers helps our democracy by establishing a framework that allows democracy to prevail. Even though the president and the legislature are elected by universal suffrage and this would suggest public involvement in governance due to representation, such elected leaders may exercise arbitrary authority to satisfy self-interest. Separation of powers however offers checks and balances to ensure public interest. in addition, checks and balances in separation of powers ensures free and fair elections, “ political pluralism,” “ effective transparency,” government’s adherence to existing laws, and justice (Brewer-Carias 215, 216). 
Consequently, separation of powers and federalism are necessary to the nation’s governance for ensuring checks and balances that facilitate democracy. The doctrines are also important in regulating the political system that is susceptible to inefficiencies. 
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